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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Education Has Reached Peak
Absurdity, But There Is Hope

L Q F x The govermnent’s failure to educate America’s youth has created opportunitie

by Melissa Mackenzie

grader hiding under my desk with a three-inchtéhxittlook on my head to protect

my noggin from a tornado or nuclear fallout. Yiet Wwe are in the United States
of America defending our children’s right to nee tibeir innocence ruined by gay
pedophilic rape books in elementary school lkbrarie

I t didn't seem possible that school could get rigicelous than me as a fourth

Peak absurdity was8itent Springeak absurdity is now: children’s test scores alle

sliding and their IQs are declining because teauteerit teaching reading, writing,
and arithmetic. Instead, teachers churn out liggedye cretins skilled in the art of
condoming a banana but unable to authoritatisedytisat two plus two equals four.

If | recall correctly (and this was an eternity agyocrimson-lipsticked, former cover
model (she informed us while sitting cross-legdeat desk) public school English teacher
playedrhe Day Aftar 1983 to scare us seventh graders into a netaée. These days,
VKH-G KDYH UDLQERZ ADJV DQG DOO\ SLQV DQG VHF
be their “true” selves and wear chest binderamvigling their parents.

My point is that the academic world didn't turideptown yesterday or even with
Randi Weingarten’s pandemic response; it's beessdama couple of generations.
Millennial parents don’'t know what they don't Knesause of their own miseducation
and couldn't correct most inaccuracies in modericuta. What hope do their kids
have? It turns out they have quite a bit. Weitedki@ share these hopeful changes in
the pages of this magazine.

Addressing education in the print editioflté American Spebtadyeen a dream
of mine. The various college-ranking books andzimegjanostly stink. They do not
address the most important considerations anch@gtio schooling. Conservative
parents — heck, good old-fashioned liberal parewsuld like to have their children’s
PLQGYVY LQFXOFDWHG ZLWK ZKDW XVHG WR EH XQG
LQ ZULWLQJ PDWKHPDWLFDO FRPSHWHQF\ VFLH
world history focused on the triumphs of WesteviliZdtion, and a broad-based
survey of the arts, with some practical knowlédgert in. In generations past, a
student could graduate high school with thetsKilésa hairdresser, cook, or mechanic.
Basically, American parents could count on thé& mablools to produce a literate
graduate who would become a fully functionalrcétize: taxpayer.

No more. Parents are fortunate if their childraduste high school as agnostic
heathens seeking satisfaction in the material Tésdrworst public school outcomes

s for

UHW

HUV
QWL

e
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include brainwashed potheads with purple haingeeldaning

at their local black-bloc Antifa meetup. Stupid \aolént and EDlTOR’S NOTE
disordered is no way to make it in the world,ayetob many

products of the education system end up that way.

Turning the tide is going to take rehabilitatingynfarmerly
trusted but decrepit institutions, including oglijgmarriage, and -
medicine. Education is only one piece of the pim#leince so \\\“TS*“\ ™
many resources both nationally and locally ateosgrch obvious s
failure, it's a good place to start. A

The articles herein are wide-ranging. We dontofeges and e
universities; we offer them and hope that youamd:kild will be
VXUSULVHG E\ WKH H[SDQVLYH DQG XQlL NLWYV -
you. We likely have missed some excellent sthiealsge you to C I I P t I t D I
share your ideas and feedback with us. O e g e aS S e C I n e

We don't believe that there is one primary edouabsolution
for your children or grandchildren — our writessudis many of
them, from homeschooling to online learning teickeducation. . . , . . ‘

Gur writors also addiess siructural isaues. Wiechitbis When the life of the mind doesn’t matter, is there really any point to college
dystopian education situation? Public-sector teactiens deserve
much of the blame. Randi Weingarten is feverishigpting to
rewrite history, but she and Anthony Fauci wersistent, pint- by W|ady Pleszczynski
sized villains during the government’s responseet@OVID
pandemic. Teachers unions must be held accourtalplst for
gggm;gg gg;gg%gﬁ;mwgur;%ggglﬁ%ﬁ?;ig&gﬁgzgl(\:,’vﬁilljé hi_s can't be a happy time at the Wall Street Jou.rnal, Mm]ens in Americe}? She did m_ake an exceptigmdtessor who
leavina children behind with its Russia-based reporter Evan Gershkovich bé&rgebanese Cathalic, not that his religion aptigheof Lebanese

g ' held hostage in a Stalinist prison. His reporting m@aéholics were of any interest to her.

We_ are h(_)nored to ha\{e Bets_y DeVos, the formetequf the WSJproud. Certainly it outpaced thew York Timeshich Just before that, Green bemoaned the status of Q§BT
education, write about the institution she attehiptesform. _le,e is providing its coverage of Russia’s war from the safety ofZtR AQG LW "DOPRVW LPSRVVLEOH « WR |
all distant, pOWGI’fU| bureaucracies, the Deparwhdaducation’s : being there. JHQGHU AXLG 'RJJHGO\ VKH WUDFNHG GF
RQH VL]H AWV DOO SROLFLHV KDUP UDSS s/ | RQ On the other hand, thlurnarnished its image by doing itsne of whom felt “socially ostracized” there “atiercut her hair
Ms. DeVos offers some radical solutions to theatadstitutional ; RZQHU-V ELGGLQJ LQ VPHDULQJ 7XF Bhdrt/an& Btared/dreSsiy) @ &knhove iascuGnd isyranniad W
problems she faced. owner. It even resorted to the poison-dagger mefhsdittling of life in a white man’s world!

The governments failure to educate America’s ywmgh GLVSXWHV DV ZKHQ LW QRWHG “0U &D beOisiR GreshRiMefwewe? H\ivide dbribeiFd HiBsdale
created opportunities for real change. Parochiablscclassical what critics—including some higher-ups within Fek—#as professors, and they all come across as cordial, intelligent,
schooling, and homeschoolers have remade theéadiacatscape. thinly veiled racism on his show.” | suppose tlyt thave to engaging, and straight shooting. One suspects that Green learped
The weaknesses of public school education illechidating the VD\ "WKLQO\ YHLOHG p EXW GLG WK HqQui@ H e@ tigs Brénir tanHthidi sPhe Riigh kbDhave i INgw "
COVID crisis accelerated reforms. Many stategphased school Such charges against an ideological target ar&gew Work, and the experience didn't immediately send her in\tj)
choice policies in which funding follows the studen standby. | saw the same thing recently imtNéwe Yorkerlong psychiatric care. She’s left somewhat speechless upon learning

| grew up with the fear of nuclear annihilation legdimate report on Hillsdale College and its transformétjoesident, WKDW ZHLJKW OLIWLQJ D KHDOWK\ DIOWE
fear, as it turns out. But most of the rest ohtimsense poured into Larry Arnn. Unable to land a glove on him, thertepd&Emma and depression so common among today’s youth, has become
heads in the years hence has been useless prpagarmain, the Green, formerly of thatlantic did come up with this from thepopular at Hillsdale. And she doesn't dispute that learning |s
ozone layer, the Amazon rain forests dying, thécmiage, global director of Claremont McKenna College’s SalvanteC where central to Hillsdale’s mission. . .
warming, and now climate change are used toifirattidhal fear Arnn serveq on an adwsory board: “Even prior daommp Oddly, there’s not a word in her piece about a longtime
in America’s youth, robbing them of hope. In tterniet era of Administration, [Arnn] had given a lot of peoplé&énacademic scourge on U.S. campuses: alcohol. A decade ago, | asked an art
narcissism and isolation, 25 percent of Gen Zemfydas one of ZRUOG UHDO SDXVH )OLUWDWLRQ ZdrdéBsownbeseGlsBant Bas\& @erOat héf skhilMdollelyé: vV

' ; [ i ism.” Thi i I i i inking? Most every night, vans circulated on campus
the “Alphabet People,” as Dave Chappelle calls Trerkids are with serious rz,10|s_m This comes _early in the_p_mthlng for a!l thls drinking y night, vans | py
not alright. the magazine’s virtuous readership to keep |n|f_nfmtlher on picking up dead-drunk students and giving them rides to thejr

ch h tivated t at a timat Arnn and Hillsdale comedorms. She was completely on board with the debauch — studepts

~hange happens one mo |va<? parent at a ime off looking better than were learning tremendously about life and socializing and being
running for school boards. They're challengingcalar The maybe they should haveway from their parents (whose payments of full tuition ke
SDLQ WKDW WKH SXE O_L F VFKRROV LQ QLWHG been allowed to. the college alive, she didn't need to add). She didn't appreciate
a fever that has yet to cool off. Americans amy ahgvhat was And just to reassertit when | countered that a night in a police cooler might prov
revealed to them. Furious. And well they shoul@hgeamount KHU RZQ ERQD AGrd Mstrudtiied Q
of money thrown at education in America is asiogisfihe observes later in the piece: I'm grateful that Hillsdale has escaped the blight that alcohpl
outcomes are embarrassing. ‘As | walked around [the (and who knows what else) has brought to my old college

We hope that you will be heartened by what yolneeadnd Hillsdale] campus, it wassurroundings at the University of California, Santa Barbara. This
empowered to make better decisions for your faveiliope that impossible not to year’s spring break “Deltopia” in off-campus Isla Vista broug
you're instilled with hope. One of our writers islaquent 15-year- notice the whiteness of thesixty medical calls and twenty-three arrests. But who's countirjg?
old who shares the joys of her unique and effextiveational student body and theFor all we know, the affected attendees were what once were
method. The future is bright for her, and she’alooke. That's a . . f Every professorcalled outside agitators. When the life of the mind doesn’t matter,
comforting thoughtx Rildy Gaines (Afnile Wils V}’Laedxggﬁfggﬁysnsg'ct'ztgi‘ec”t"’e e 0he & white man” LV WKHUH UHDO O\ D Q\ SRLQW WR FROQOH]J

Isn't it awful when that in this special issue, if not in Mew Yorke(

N a N\
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THE CURRENT CRISIS
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Milton Friedman’s Victory Dewey’s Destruction: ,
It took Milton a lifetime to popularize vouchers, but today he is winning. 7 K H , G H D V D Q G , Q A ‘>(

R. Emmett Tyrrell, Jr. 3 L R Q H H U R I 3 X E O L F

WASHINGTON — Who is buried in Grant’s tomb? Actuall A nation that is not familiar with history remains in the The Bolsheviks regarded his educational ideas as ideal for their totalitarian State’ and
U]ysses S. G_rant is buried in G_rant’s tomb, wbit_mes: as a dark as to what horrors might await it. Remember the Naz_is and embraced by American pUb”C schools.
bit of a surprise to young Americans educatedrimodern the Holocaust. You do not have to go back very far to witness
educational factories — all air-conditioned, witimgelors on atrocities being authored by mankind. That is why our schoo|s
HYHU\ ARRU DQG DUPHG JXDUGV S D \WhdeRi@ught QvicsVelkrig vidtD Misbovy. Gy Ras WsKayaH/eB U H bv Paul Kenagor
psychiatrists on duty daily for troubled studehtsmay have boring study, but it was essential to a well-educated individual. y g
encountered a rude word in their textbooks. We would not have all the hysterical nonsense about voter
Harry Truman — the thirty-third president of thetéth registration and the canards that go with it if our graduates lgjft
States, for the ill-informed — certainly knew wlysdds S. school well-grounded in civics. ) o ] . ) )
Grant was. Truman was educated in a one-roomtsahs®bnd There was a day in America when we could lodékctrets This article is adapted from Paul Kengor's bagdes: How America’s Adversaries Have Mangrelsse® for a Century}
never graduated from college, yet he knew that W@warthe to serve as fonts of good sense. That day is Albriae
Civil War and that with the help of another obsaurerican aforementioned courses in anger management agichggiene
AJXUH $EUDKDP /LQFROQ WKH\ VDYHhi@ Mpkeedai@lciuGes in civics and histeay twthing of
Today’s youths take little history. Most of togtdents have simple math and spelling. Today’s teachers doglidsospouting . , . o ..
no time for history or, for that matter, algele@ygtry, or gym class. insanity that they insist is progressive thoughill llead to a oogle the phrase “founding father of public education, anq you'll I|kely land on
Their days at school are taken up by coursesimasmgagement, nation of dunces. Horace Mann (1796-1859). But many of us would submit that the tltle_ ough
VH[ HGXFDWLRQ DQG AOPV RQ KRZ WR EttreQs.an HiteviiiRvanouta Quslit o leiiidologi@N to go to John Dewey (1859-1952), who has had a more profound, lasling, ar

$FWXDOO\ WKHUH DUH AOPV RQ KRZ WWRhish, Qdwever.\lW B sthiot thbReQwhat Nittedman called GDPDJLQJ LQAXHQFH "HZH\ LV KRQRUDU\ SUHYLGF
| have been reading history for years, ofterigbragself in my the “voucher system.” When he began calling toigstzernments $VVRFLDWLRQ 7KDW WLWOH LV AWWLQJ DQG HD
MRXUQDOLVWLF SXUVXLWYV , DOVR U H DiGsé haide/Rdmied RihaBedts © $péhilon baieiGysdm/olV R U\ PRUH WLV GLIAFXOW WR RYHUVWDWH WKH LPSDFW -R
absorbing than most modern novels. Presentlyebdinglerusalem: their choice, people thought he was crazy. Therteamions in particularly during his time at Columbia University's destructive Teachers Coll¢ge. T
The BiograpBA 6LPRQ 6HEDJ ORQWHARUH ,Wpaktidular thoMghthaMRsRoHzy EstMiltbigetsisid the teachers VZHHSLQJ LQAXHQFH KDV HQGXUHG DW PRVW HGXF
worth the effort. | often think that the early §tfamn Church harangued unions persisted. Milton and those who thouglet @isl persisted in RQH JHQXAHFWV EHIRUH D VWDWXH RI "HZH \
the faithful excessively about murder, torturejarety — brutalities calling for school choice to be paid for with-tatéed vouchers. The Like so many American youths, John Dewey began life as a Christian and lended
that we modern Americans never encounter in gMifieyddowever, teachers unions persisted in forcing their iclbgik on students abandoning his faith in favor of the socialistic secularism that pervades educatjon tod
DIWHU UHDGLQJ ORQWHARUH , DP JR L QehdWdRing laSpdy@RayfoPit IFtabk WikifstaieRo Rdpulsticed Dewey’s mother had made him a Christian, but his wife, whom he married |in 188
early Church. The ancient world aboundeebuchers, but my guess is that today he is winning. SXOOHG KLP DZD\ IURP WKH IDLWK +DU U‘!- HW $ LFI
3 with ceaseless atrocities. Maybe we do Vouchers are the wave of the future in educaticsurhe ZS was raised with a deep skepticism of organized religion and church "dogma.” She m«

QRW HQFRXQWHU WKH E stuon! dBdisMheWarketNe wacoHtt: prgtivieanwhile,
world when the early Church was gettinthe teachers unions get more extreme. Now thegvaigng

{ g Harriet contributed to Dewey’s eventual understanding of Christianity as
started, but perhaps admonitions againf RUNV RI1 AFWLRQ E\ SHRSOH VXFK OV 5RDO|G 'DKO VR V & 5‘% —
& @
. e

myth” (in his words), a religion based on “supernatural commands, rewards, and
And among the members of “Christendom as a whole,” it was orthodox Christian:
especially whom Dewey came to view as slack-jawed idiots. Those who subscribec
more orthodox forms of Christianity badly needed to be “progressively liberatgd fron
[their] bondage to prejudice and ignorance.”

+DUULHW ZDVQ-W WKH RQO\ EDG LQAXHQFH RQ '

\

these atrocious behaviors are not a wasteidents will not be disturbed by what they rdwslidEologues ﬁ
of time after all. That kind of brutality hashave come up with something called “trigger watrtmglert
existed for thousands of years, and it cdahe delicate students of stormy weather ahead. '
return again. Consider what is happening in It is all claptrap. The teachers unions’ daysmizered. The
Ukraine. Consider what is happening in tHeriedmanites are the wave of the future. It Braesthat Milton is

rest of the nondemocratic world. not here to witness it. Yet, if he had survivadoblel be 110 years ' was launched in Chicago in September 1919, setting up shop at 1219 Blue Island Avel

of age. That is almost as old as Joe Biden. Like New York City, where Dewey headed next, Chicago was a hotbed of Marxists a

R. Emmett Tyrrell, Jr. is editor-in-TthéeAmierican Spectator Glory to Ukraine™ socialists. Like Dewey, the American Communist Party would eventually move to Ne
’ Paul Kengor is editdreAmerican Spectator York City.
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These theories also determined Dewey'’s views catiedu
Canadian scholar William Brooks observed that Oealieyed

which, like Karl Marx, he considered medievalsitjzars — in
order to demonstrate that it was not Providencealiutr man’s
labor that was responsible for progress.

$V IRU FRPPXQLVP
it, especially as he made a political pilgrimatie toSSR in
1928. That Dewey trip is infamous, or at leasigiitoto be. |
wrote about it at length in my 2010 bddkpes: How America’s
Adversaries Have Manipulated Progressittey fauteh€enare a
few highlights and lowlights.

The 1928 invitation from Moscow came about becthese
Bolsheviks were big fans of Dewey’s work. Frorbddining,
the Bolsheviks studied and experimented with Besxdeicational
ideas. Immediately after the October Revoluti@n eith the
bloody Russian Civil War (1917-21) still ragiegBdisheviks
began rapidly translating Dewey’s works into Ru$sid918,
only three years after it was published in thedSiateDewey’s
Schools of Tomomasapublished in Moscow.

It ought to shock the US educational establishmksarn that
the Bolsheviks — Lenin, Trotsky, Bukharin, Stalfieltthat John
Dewey’s understanding of educational collectivasnihe perfect
model for the Soviet Marxist—-Leninist state’s tolnicystem.

The Deweyan classRemocracy and Educhdoame a
Bolshevik phenomenon. That thought deserves specisé.
Think about itDemocracy and Educat@ins Dewey’s opus, the
bible of Columbia Teachers College, the text a¢ecfar college
education departments, and the guidepost for prdlication
in America. Dewey himself said that it encapsigeentire
philosophical position.”

And who loved it? Who quickly translated and ingpited
it? The Bolsheviks. The men who implemented thdiekta
totalitarian state in human history.

'"HZH\ ALUWHG ZLWK Lsdy foLsur€iRwhat-DRviEeY IBeFeied.”

Has this reality given American public educators caution? Not
In New York, Dewey became a professor of philosophyat all. And neither did it concern Dewey. To the contrary, Dewey

at Columbia University, with a joint appointment at ColumbiaZ DV ADWWHUHG DQG HQFRXUDJHG $FFRUGLQJ T FDevey abds 4. thiniQrks, Fih&t Oridtieded Hnost were

Teachers College. It was in that capacity that Dewey became W#@liam Brickman, Dewey judged this “fulsome praise indeed.”
Dewey known by history. To be fair, it must be emphasized that Deweydatee to
reject the USSR in part. That is to say, he camjet¢bStalinism.
Dewey’s Idiotic Politics He did so as the namesake of a prominent commissiba
John Dewey and Columbia University were no match made late 1930s, the Dewey Commission, which took upadbie
heaven. It was at Columbia that young people as diverse as Whittaisk of exposing Stalin’s “Moscow trials” as hiarblaow trials.
Chambers and Thomas Merton and Bella Dodd arrived naive aBbéwey did excellent work in that capacity. Yedop idoing, he
LPSUHVVLRQDEOH DQG ZHUH AOOHG ZWwdkid @mnUr] bivivwiitt) REVTrotsk i€, B XefirSiikgQG
up becoming one of the highest-ranking female members of thiee international communist movement. Dewey waStaifin,
American Communist Party and the chief organizer of the partyit not anti-Trotsky. .
HGXFDWLRQ IURQW ,Q WKDW FDSDFLW\ SoKbBeweHspudet BtalivismQAIONt U Ealy LcRsgmLRil
New York Teachers Union. BOWLPDWHO\
Columbia University by the 1910s had already become an spelt with a capital letter, as he put it — astiped by the

WKH

'"HZH\-V ZULWWHQ ZRUN ZDV DV DP PIRNRXV RDQ/ZDWGZ DAK ISUHR ADLAFR QHYHU

Supreme Court justice Oliver Wendell Holmes lird daéwey’s

WKDW VFKRROV QHHGHG WR EH OLEHUDW H GvritidgRiRarticd|@e."JTh & GatholicpAikiso theddas Maritain

said that the innumerable “ambiguities” in Deweyls fostered
“a disastrous confusion of ideas.” Leo R. Wardplitical

AALLL N AN

VWDWHY $ SURFHVV RI FRQVWDQW AX
hand. This is the essence of political progressiliswey’s
political and philosophical “progressivism” ishdnredmaiden to

his educational views.

VFLHQWLVW ULJKWO\ QPR¥-=

Dewey’sideasrequire some philosoph /...
unpacking. He has been called the fat
of “pragmatism” and “experimentalisn
in the classroom. Pragmatism, which v

Dewey thrives
today in public

—————a-—- A F XIGKBY mAaR of the twentieth-century
. X . N dicals who went into education, especially
I A«IVIIA é%)s? of the 1960s generation, Dewey

judged that pursuing political and social
change through politics was too slow. As he
argued irDemocracy and Educatianting

developed by Charles Peirce and Willi h | d change through education could be much
James, is the theory that the meaning c SCNOOIs an TXLFNHU DQG PRUH HIAFLH
chservable consequencee. it o the sun  OCTOrAl programs e e K Do KRX VAV §
those consequences thaf constitutes U > I é. I - | } | isl no coincidence that leading '60s

meaning of the action or proposition. TF
is considered a practical way of addres:
problems. It can be — as it was by Dew
— applied to the classroom in the form «

experimentation.

e Vv V [02) ~ A‘l S T dicals like Bill Ayers of the Weather

nderground gave up bomb making in the
1980s and instead enrolled at Columbia
Teachers College. By the 2000s, Ayers was

a desire to experiment in search of the k==t

methods of learning. To this day, this thinkingntaias a hold
on educators, as does the sharp secularism antbgestism
that have come to dominate public education.

Dewey, too, favored that secular relativism andorire
respects, helped to shape it. When it came tephdiation of
religion and moral absolutes in the public schmulr®ewey
was way ahead of his time.

The specter of Dewey thrives today in public ssharad
doctoral programs via the zeitgeist of constaetriexgntation,
the seemingly never-ending and always-evolvieh &@anew
fads and fashions that treats your children aglthiey are
educational lab mice. Your children are conssaijigcted to the
latest “research” in “outcomes-based educatioelf-ésteem,”

teaching in the education department at
the University of lllinois at Chicago and publghiooks on
subjects like “teaching social justice” throughigiithg houses

like Columbia’s Teachers College Press. His foifeather
Underground colleagues, such as Mark Rudd andekeithaart
Bernardine Dohrn, to note just two, likewise hetml#te halls

of higher learning.

7KH FODVVURRP UDWKHU WKDQ WKH ILC

battleground for winning over the masses and dimgyéine revolution.

o John Dewey, secularization, socialization, and

experimentation are the lifeblood of education. The

masses are to be herded into the public educational
collective, where they will evolve along with tyoiciean ever-

"YDOXHV FODULAFDWLRQ p DQG ZK D Wdhanbiing iiistaindin® 6 QNaHiQ tight. They wast Rith | H G

to aspiring teachers in education departments.

“environing forces,” or, as he put it, “working paagons of
personal capacities with environing forces.” Toldgayminions
call this “socialization” — the molten, golden cdlfpublic
education. One of the reasons they loathe homdischi®
because they believe that it fails to achievgrtrid goal (or at
least the kind of “socialization” they have in jnifmlDewey and
his disciples, it isn’'t about the individual. Vithatdispensable
is the formative role of the “collective,” the “jub Dewey
preached that “all morality is social.”

history, or they will be washed away by the tide.
As for your children, they are the perpetual tingofuinea
pigs in the always-evolving process of experimoantttis not
the parents at home who know what is best for ¢chéddren.
Those who know best are those experts who are aitheitie
latest fads from the most recent edition of ththdek that
serves as the latest rage in the education depaifthese newly
minted PhDs and their trained student teachersWwhawis best
EHFDXVH WKH\ KDYH EHHQ WUDLQHG S|
This is democracy and education Dewey-style —hadiet
the ages. Such is the ongoing legacy of JohnDdseyiction™

The degree to which Dewey was a prophet who foresaw

these trends or the originator of them is hardstedh. Either

KH FDPH WR VD\ WKDW KH U H M DeM&/ 'sRspAdrel B QndénRIFPLXQihgVilipudoday.

Moreover, disciples of Dewey will never go uneegl®ince

extremely secular and politically radical place, no doubt in pat@LNHY RlI 6WDOLQ DQG &RPPXQLVW RIAFL D O#&kpe@nantatisn and sharige Aid th&itnRdudHoperardd will

product of its unfortunate location in New York City, the epicentethis in a brief April 1934 article publishebladern Monthijed
of the communist movement and the headquarters of th&why | Am Not a Communist.” It would take Dewey alev
&RPPXQLVW 3DUW\ 86% $ GHFODVVLAHGGGcdzUd-tKat position, tkeughl ReSaiadyy seeonbdrbor
titted “Redirection of Communist Investigations” disclosed thasympathies to “communism” (lowerc@ses an ideology.
there were “approximately 30,000” Communist Party members in Nonetheless, a crucial reality remains: Dewewysepitg
the New York City area alone. Remarkably, the document reporteducational work, which set the standard and foomdar
that “almost 50% of the Communist Party members in the Unitedmerican public education, was deemed ideal Bol$teeviks
States are located in the New York area.” for their totalitarian state.

This Marxist milieu affected Dewey deeply. “[W]e are in for
some form of socialism, call it whatever name we please,” averiBeéwey’s Educational Philosophy

always be something new to conjure up, to trged, nwith the
one constant being the student, who is the sudfjebe ever-
changing experimentation.

And yet ironically that student, that individuamdmu
being, is always seen as part of the “collectivisie—eollective
experience of human beings, not the private thooglfi¢elings
of a unique individual. He or she is a produchef“public.”
Thus, “socialization” is again an essential careparpetual
driving principle. It is at the crux of public edion.

This Deweyan view of an individual’s personal #oluca

Dewey. “And no matter what it will be called when it is realizedf OO RI1 WKLV EULQJV XV WR ZKDW 'HZH\ W D XakK ¢onf@iQsGo Ddweys \@edv vY Kodisty &nH iyer lavorld.

economic determinism is now a fact, not a theory.” is not always easy.
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PaArT 1:

CRISIS

GET OUT WHILE YOU CAN

There Is Nothing Worth Saving In
America’s Public Schools

The heart of their mission is to indoctrinate children into being atheistic gender

by Theresa Farnan and Mary Rice Hasson

Already Republican candidategport by the Policy Exchange, a prominelnidgets and near-monopolistic power.
and pundits are testing carefulldK think tank, on the sweeping harm of The most troubling aspect of our

calibrated messages about education.génder ideology in UK schools warns thgovernment school system, however, is not
recent National Affairs article by scholg@olicymakers are “Asleep at the WheeWhat it has failed to teach but what it has
Robert Pondiscio, for example, sounds tha apt description that applies to far tasucceeded in teaching.
following themes: Yes to school choice, butany conservatives. As cultural revolutionaries have long
also yes to more funding for public schools. Wake up, friends. America’s stubbo#mown, it is far easier to capture and mold
Yes to curricular transparency, but pleasmmmitment to progressive-controllethe beliefs of children than to change the
no “bans” on teacher-led discussions governmenteducationhasalready abandomadds of adults. The evidence is in: the
“sensitive subjects” (critical race theory attle vast majority” of our children “to thecultural revolutionaries are winning. A
gender ideology). “Compromise” is goog@rogressive cause” for well over a decaszentWall Street Joud@RC poll found
even on “the most ideologically tingedrhe results have been disastrous. disturbing gaps in the values embraced by
issues. And, by the way, conservatives oughtFor starters, schools have failelmericans under thirty compared to those
to “cease fomenting parental disconteabysmally in their fundamental task -espoused by older adults. While majorities
with public schools” lest activist teachetsaching basic academic skills — despuifeolder Americans say patriotism, religion,
respond with retaliatory indoctrination o$pending staggering sums. In 2019, anrarad having children are “very important,”
students. Sure, public schools are failing, bypenditures for K-12 public schoolshockingly few young people agree. Among
parents must “recommit to strengtheningtttaled almost $800 billion, but, according Aemericans under thirty, just 23 percent
not “abandon[ing],” public schools. Whythe Nation’s Report Card, barely one-thimbnsider patriotism and having children to
Because ‘[ijf conservatives cede publRl SXEOLF VFKRRO VW X Ghd QatyVimpaditany isle) Briy FI1 Herdent
schools to the left, they will effectivelyn math and reading pre-COVID, a dismahy the same of religion. The shift in the
abandon the vast majority of America UDFN UHFRUG WKDW xdgs/andbelefs ofLydbhhek AD&DivEIS \is
future generations to the progressive caugost-COVID. Nationally, just 26 percendramatic but hardly surprising, as it tracks

This concern for America’s futureRl HLJKWK JUDGHUV DU the &Rl BiikgQWout Quble Bdl/détion
generations is laudable — but stunningB/L W K SHUFHQW SUR A FLiHdavindtiogn YUdyRe®L QJ ,Q

Detroit, only 3 percent of fourth graders are The  progressive  worldview has
PDWKHPDWLFDOO\ SUR A Fperhigdted Znedrip HillWagpe QN af VipkblicH

Theresa Farnan and Mary Rice Hasson areBfaltowsrat public schools reported exactylucation — history, science, literature,
the Ethics and Public Policy Center ancbthe hthd® PDWK SURAFLHQW \ad %6 d¢h QRafiion* BvErHtheQdRd @ Wuth
Get Out Now: Why You Should Pull Your Childchools, which enroll almost nine out of tetself, has been steadily excised from the
From Public School Before It's Too Late American children, repeatedly fail to delivelassroom, replaced by lessons in secular

A nother year, another election cycleut of touch and decades late. A receort their promises but are rewarded with big
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pseudotolerance and rainbow inclusivithildren are introduced to images like thigeir senses and rely on ideology over reason.
Public schools condition children in practicdbenderbread Person” or “Gender UnicornReligious students and students alarmed at
atheism, in which God is deemed irrelevaarid become conversant in the languagetioé erosion of sex-based protections for
to the important questions of life, and thgender ideology, using terms such as “gerféenale students self-censor, fearful of being
human thirst for the transcendent goédentity,” “gender expression,” and “setabeled as “bigots.”
unacknowledged. Children learn to thin{gender) assigned at birth.” They are taught Timid  politicians ignore  public
live, speak, and relate to others as if Gmdanswer the question “Who am 1?” witeducation's embrace of gender ideology,
does not exist, to measure life by materfdlhoever | feel myself to be” — regardlessmissing it as a “culture war” distraction.
consumption and virtual “likes.” They aref their bodies. This is a tremendous mistake. The stakes
taught that there is no human nature, no Gender ideology endows childreoould not be higher. Gender ideology is
truth, and no objective good. Morality i LWK QHDU P\VWLFDO S RZsd \Antdpolath, Quh Sridneusl sdd of
relative, reality is “constructed,” and eves beliefs about what it means to be a human
identity is contingent on desire. . person. It makes ideological claims that
Dramatic declines in religious belie PuUblic schools may contradict science, common sense, and
and practice among students testi “ human nature and presents them as facts. As
unfortunately, to lessons well learne b_e where the evolutionary biologist Colin Wright writes,
7KH UDWHV RI UHOLJLR> children are,” but
(including atheists and agnostics) fresh fr ) last stand.”
high school rose from 6.6 percent in 19t that's the case Only The hour is late. For over a decade,
to 29.6 percent in 2015 to 33.6 percent it progressive ideologues have used their control
2Q WKH AUVW GD\ RI becaus? _pOI\ItI_CIaDS~ . of the public school system to indoctrinate
are already markedly less religious tt ..>U1l Alv O A | Amérieas children into the pseudoreligious
their parents. And no wonder — churche A~ w~ _~ - R belief system of gender ideology. Federal
and synagogues typically offer forty hot } Uur v> ¢ B | A promotion of gender ideology in public
per year of youth formation in a religiot Vv s T V > e 'Y - | sohools,“bggin during the Obama years,
worldview, no match for the 1,200 hout has reached a fever pitch in the Biden
per year that students spend in pub=— administration. Empowered by the legal
school classrooms being formed in a secutgnder identity” that transcends the realibyllies at Lambda Legal and the American
(and often antireligious) worldview. Nadf the sexed body. Feelings determine reafitiyil Liberties Union, government-paid
surprisingly, declining religiosity goes haactcording to this belief system, and thaducator-activists boldly promote the rainbow
in hand with sharp declines in moral valugs/e individuals a purported “human righSrthodoxy to their students, celebrate rites
according to polls by Gallup. to modify the body as desired to “correctif “gender transitions” and “coming out,”
Into this religious and moral voida feeling-to-body mismatch. But gendend invoke the pseudosacramental bond

government schools have injected thdeology affects everyone, not just the chiRl "FRQAGHQWLDOLW\p EHWZHHQ

state’s preferred belief system — gena®nfused about identity. Teachers, staff, dirdisted adults” to deny parents their rights. In
ideology. Its associated symbols (rainbosl@ssmates are told to accept, as a mattemajor cities, school districts collaborate with
everywhere!), terminology (“genderque€egspect,” an individual’s asserted identitygender clinics to fashion a school-to-gender-
etc.), and public rituals (*My pronoun®VUXH 6FKRROFKLO G UH QclirficDpélirek Wher “Yeéiler 3pécldliBty’
are...”) shape the classroom culture an KH IDOVH FODLPV RI ‘ainhDeQcters] @G sthodlsGefed studehtd @
school environment. From kindergarten oolassmates and teachers, learn to distfasal gender clinics. And parents? Unless they
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WM KH AJKW DIJDLQVW JHQGHU LGH

“validate” all things “trans,” they are cut odbeir children, and they want real choice. $nhool boards, administrators, and teachers
of the school-initiated process. 2018, we wrot&et Out Now: Why You Shogtdwho work for them — disdain their
,QGRFWULQDWLRQ ZR WPNIMourZQild from@ublicYSdhool Beforadtgi@sts for transparency in course materials
*HQ = \RXWK VHOI LGH Q WatéidHvarnpererids tRatpuBlid educatioresd curricular objectives.
of the LGBTQ community, according tacademic failures pale in comparison to Politicians cannot continue to fund
Gallup, which makes them vulnerable tbe harm done by its embrace of a radidalling schools that excel at only one thing:
the consequent physical and mental hegleudoreligion — gender ideology -minting very confused, child-sized leftists.
disparities. A study of Pittsburgh highehind parents’ backs. Back then, mdghis moment is about real families. Parents
schoolers reported that 9.2 percent sgifarents recognized the general problem ldon't want their children indoctrinated in
LGHQWLAHG DV “WUDQVJ HQBriEed thar tbeir @Rripdblick €pebls Dv@r@gressive beliefs and their parental authority
as “gender diverse,” while a study of rugod enough. undermined. They are keenly aware that time
youth found that 7.2 percent of adolescents COVID was a game changer. Americasshort. Incremental change, while politically
LGHQWLAHG DV "JHQGHU &SDYHQWH/ W RY FAD X KR QN L Qphlatalleydvds bathidg ® RépNhsif KHildReK.J K
percent of twelve- to fourteen-year-oldhe digital window at progressive activism“Recommitting” to public education does
The “happy trans” narrative, however, gork in their neighborhood schools. Parentsthing to prevent progressive indoctrination
confounded with heartbreaking regularity bgnnot “unsee” the truth. From New Yorlor habits of unbelief from taking hold in their
the tragic testimonies of formerly “transto California, parents express outrage children. Nor will it prevent their confused
teens who have detransitioned. the pornographic  “LGBTQ-inclusive”adolescent from being steered toward “gender
S5HSXEOLFDQV ZKR DL Gookg KnHsckoBI Qiltidries. RTAey vigoroudi@nsition” by activist teachers or counselors.
from taxpayers to government schools, oppose the de facto caste system thHRtucation reform” is a ratchet that has
who limit families’ access to school-choicesults from “critical race theory” in K-=12urned in only one direction — toward
programs, are trapping American childrefassrooms. They are appalled that pulgiogressive ideology. Enough.
in this toxic system. Public schools maghools condone hiding students’ “gender Parents know what their children need.
be “where the children are,” but that's theansitions” from parents. Parents fed@hey overwhelmingly support choice in
case only because politicians have refusettayed when school districts arroganéglucation. It's time for politicians to empower
WR JLYH IDPLOLHV D A&useQdét patentsiddt their chidReS out @larents to “get out now” — to choose the
America’s parents see what's happeningbjectionable content. And they wonder wisghools that are right for their childr.

Meet our 2023 intern team!
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diverse perspectives to solve our natiohias literacy ... framework”; “creat[ingjollaborators all too eager to appease their
PRVW GLIAFXOW QDWLR @ Dnitri¢ HifaX danWrie&UWr& BEaiH tPagkljtical masters.” Cauthen describes parts
| wonder what Billy Mitchell, father of thdelongingness”; providing students “withf the strategic plan as similar to “bygone
Air Force, or Curtis LeMay, the famougformation and pamphlets with diversitgoviet and Maoist slogans,” policies
World War Il general, would have said abcatd inclusion resources, programs, aoth “pernicious and punitive” that will
that — but they are “dead white malesihitiatives”; and “promot[ing] membershipfundamentally transform the education
nobody listens to them these days. The ArQ DIAQLW\ JURXSV p 7&H trainiay of Imidghipxén by suppdanting
Force Academy’s website includes a videoioritiz[e] the inclusion of marginalizedigor, merit, and superior performance
presentation on “Pride Month,” includingcholarship and hidden histories withimith a focus on phantom grievances.”
LGBTQ+ and pronoun normalization. The Revolutionary War hero John Paul Jones’s
academy’s “Diversity & Inclusion Resour . LPPRUWDO ", KDYH QRW \H
List” includes books on topics such ¢ This woke is giving way to reality star (and featured
"8QFRQVFLRXV %LDVp L i i speaker at the Naval Academy in 2019)
Learning.” GOP senator Tom Cotton, experlmgnt with the Alexis Jones’s much softer “the importance
combat Army veteran himself, respond academles “W||| of mutual respect.”

harm our military’s

strongly to the news release; he wrote Over at the Coast Guard Academy, the
letter to Clark in which he called the A R N ‘ZIAFI-l RI ,QFOXVLRQ DQG 'L
SL e | P | e «| Asix (divisity councils” to “Cultivate a
. . " Supportive and Inclusive Environment.”
ItS mission.

Force Academy’s diversity and inclusi
Cadets called “Diversity Peer Educators”

The Military Academies Have
Turned Into Woke Wastelands raing hishe and - Americar o
provide “information and support on ...
values.” Such training, Cotton wrote, has race, gender, sexual orientation, and gender

“contempt” for “our nation’s traditions anc
i i i i i initiati i _ \No place in our military.” midshipmen education.” There will alsidentity” subjects. The academy previously
Diversity, equity, and mcluspn |r3|t|at|ve§ are teaching cadets to oppose — even hate Moanwhile, af the US Naval Academg H D 'FROAGHOWLDO § KDRSITREPIR N QUHRRAL QU L
our nation’s founding values.

CAMPUS CRAZIES

in Annapolis, Maryland — which producebias incidents ... to proactively identiffompetence” in a report by the National
the likes of Alfred Thayer Mahan, Johareas for potential additional training” ardkcademy of Public Administration,
A. Lejeune, Charles C. Krulak, Ernest IDGPLVVLRQV VSHFLAF Fwh@hw pétdmdrdentetiDrefer Qi heluding G
King, Chester W. Nimitz, William D. Leah¥ias literacy training modules for everyonigrmulating a “detailed DEI action plan
Hyman G. Rickover, James Stockdale, andthe admissions and recruiting processth a long-term timeline”; “broadening
many other naval giants — the leadersfiipe Naval Academy, the plan statdthe] responsibilities of the chief diversity

by Francis P. Sempa

said to the Corps of Cadets at theervices, to end “the enduring legacieslled “change agents” to “develop an
US Military Academy at West Poinaf employment discrimination, systemarganizational culture that values respect,
"<RXU PLVVLRQ UHPDLQ VaciihHa®d géndenineguBlity® H G diversity, equity and inclusion.”
inviolable. It is to win our wars. Everything Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin in The most lasting effect of the trend
else in your professional career is begbruary 2022 praised the president for basvard wokeness in our armed forces will
corollary to this vital dedication.” No longeicommit[ment]” to diversity and inclusiorbe seen in the service academies, where

I n 1962, General Douglas MacArthiederal workforce, including in our armedstitutionalized DEI training led by so-

has formulated a “Diversity and Inclusioshould “intentionally promote diversity irRIAFHUp E\ PDNLQJ WKDW R
Strategic Plan.” The plan's introductiogervice assignments,” develop and promattvisor of the superintendent”; and
promotes a “path to inclusion” for ar‘proper reporting procedures for instancédetailing and tracking metrics to measure
“inviting, safe, and supportive campu®f discrimination,” and institute diversitprogress and guide efforts to improve
where “everyone feels they belong aadd inclusion “summits” and “recognitiorcultural competence.” The less visible
have equitable opportunity for succeasvards.” This plan was signed by the seraod less well-known US Merchant Marine
regardless of race, ethnicity, culture, gendiesidership of the Naval Academy. Academy has also pledged to “establishl]

is this the case. Sixty years later, the “vieryur armed forces, and in September ofXWXUH RIAFHUV LQ DOO EUD QGé&KaH Vorigntatiohl K Br  socioeconomic  Critics, including 2002 Naval Acadensy welcoming and diverse campus” and

obsession” of America’s military servidbat year Austin announced the formati@armed forces are being indoctrinated with
academies is not Duty, Honor, Country bof a Defense Advisory Committee oBEIl. Fox News reports that the Air Force
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion — DEI. Diversity and Inclusion. General MarRcademy’s diversity and inclusion training
The rot of educational priorities aMilley, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs ahaterials include instructions “to use words
US military academies begins at the t8faff, upheld West Point’s policy of teachititat ‘include all genders’ and to refrain
and extends far beyond those educationstical race theory during a hearing befdrem saying things like ‘mom’ and ‘dad.”
institutions. In February and March of 202the House Armed Services CommitteBiversity and inclusion, cadets are told, is

the Biden administration resumed DEAdmiral Michael Gilday, chief of navalD ZDUAJKWLQJ LPSHUDWLYH

training efforts throughout governmentperations, defended the recommendatimtlusion resources include a diversity and

institutions, including those on “criticabf Ibram X. Kendi's bookow to Be anLQFOXVLRQ "UHDGLQJ URRPu

race theory and white privilege” subjeddtiracist— which equates capitalisngroups,” the latter of which the academy
begun during the Obama administratiowjth racism — to sailors. In May 2021, theebsite claims aids cadets in “gather[ing]

that had been curtailed to some extent agting Navy secretary directed the NawdsURX QG D VKDUHG DIAQLW\

the Trump administration, which labeleF KLHI GLYHUVLW\ RIAFH ok ther Ytbl OoR S “idedtitpiaved. R Q
such training as “un-American propaganglan to promote DEI in Department-Training includes courses on “unconscious
training sessions.” On June 25, 202&ide policies, programs and operation&ias,” “cultural sensitivity,” and “inclusive
President Joe Biden signed an execuBarbara Barrett, then secretary of the Aéadership.” Lieutenant General Richard
order “advancing” DEI throughout theForce, in June 2020 created a “Diversiyark, superintendent of the Air Force
and Inclusion Task Force.” This task forddcademy, told Fox News that the
Francis P. Sempa is an attorney and th Hr?éjﬁ]%Q GHG WR EHFRPH W Iﬁﬁr@ﬂidr_lﬁ t &oid Lising tnomv"dad "
of Geopo'litiCS' From the Cold War to% . lusion in Jangary 202_1, which asd thg like were “taken out of context
the 21st Centﬁr)America’s Global Rale dedicated to promoting a “diverse amahd misrepresented.” He asserted that
highly inclusive environment” throughoudiversity and inclusion training centered on

andSomewhere in France, Somewhere yfle ajir Force. The Coast Guard, too, hasW KH ZDUAJKWLQJ LPSHUDWLY

Germany
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background.” Training at Annapolis willUDG XD WH DQG | R U P Hethploy3 B Y Dedsity RerdifeH U
include “develop[ing] and maintainfinglA. Cauthen, have accused the Naval And then there is West Point, perhaps
a comprehensive cultural awareness axwhdemy’s leadership of being “[w]illintpe most revered military academy in the

Bill Wilson



nation — the institution that producedglay acting” sessions. In 2021, former femademany generations. When we are, leaders
Generals Robert E. Lee, Ulysses S. Grangst Point cadets criticized the academy lige this will not be able to stand in the THE R|GHT PRESCR|PT|ON
George H. Thomas, William T. Shermapromoting a “woke ideology,” which includled HOG RI EDWWOH pu

John J. Pershing, Douglas MacArthuectures on “White rage” and “extremism.” 7KH IDU /HIW-V LQAOWUDWLRQ DQG FDSWXUH
Dwight D. Eisenhower, Omar Bradleystudents were tutored on “writing essagb America’s educational institutions now
Henry “Hap” Arnold, George Patton,about critical race theory.” The activist groupcludes the leadership of our armed
Matthew Ridgway, Creighton Abrams, Hudicial Watch last year obtained more ttervices’ educational institutions. This
Norman Schwarzkopf, and so many othsix hundred documents from the Defenseoke experiment with the academies that
great military leaders. West Point has fallBH SDUWPHQW DIAUPLQJ W&® \SugpudetV toF produd® Phr \WatiehR U \
victim to Congress and the Pentagorissbeing taught at West Point. warriors — the leaders whom MacArthur
“Naming Commission,” which resulted Butthe education in critical race theodescribed as “the great captains who
in the removal of all traces of Robert Es having its intended effect. In June 202@Id the Nation’s destiny in their hands
/HH IURP SXEOLF YLHZ mr@ Gcenl \e6t PhiQt 4raddades Hncludihg moment the war tocsin sounds” —
the renaming of roads, barracks, andd ZR AUVW FDSWDLQV Dareéikde@Hpropddakiig @ibDideol oy fRat, .
other buildings named for Lee and oth&wulbright scholars, and two Marshalh Cauthen’s opinion, produces leaders
Confederate generals. Wokeness, it seesolplars, issued a forty-page policy propasaprepared “to wage and win wars against OW e aC e rS n I O n S O - pte
includes an Orwellian erasing of history. urging West Point’s leadership to institubeir enemies,” and that GOP senator (and
‘HVW 3RLQW:-V 2IAFH pdidies th MringJabbwan “anti-racist WestRUPHU $LU )RUFH RIAFHU B5RJHU :LFNHU

Inclusion and Equal Opportunity (ODIEO)Point.” Cadets at the academy, the authamaintains “will harm our military’s ability S C h O OI B Oard S
was established during the Obam&ote, must be “help[ed]” to “unlearrto perform its mission.”

administration and is “the focal point foracism.” They called for Maoist-like As the Heritage Foundation's Thomas

West Point Diversity and Inclusion outreadtruggle sessions and reeducation effortSfwoehr noted last September, the very . .

initiatives, projects, and plans.” ODIEQ;reate “anti-racist” warriors. The propostaders we have elected are spreading an They conducted a decades long stealth campaign while most parents were nc
DFFRUGLQJ WR :HVW 3RL QWMé- \inspil V they #lithotsGbt€pWly Atipidemic of woke ideology throughout
and advocates diversity and inclusisn-called Black Manifesto of 1971, thoesir military, fundamentally changing
awareness opportunities and implemestsggesting that nothing much has changkd “purpose, character, traditions, and
diversity training and education prograras West Point since then. The former cadeéguirements” of the institution that
that develop socio-cultural competencipgaise the Black Lives Matter movemeptotects our country.

to meet the multicultural demands of thend describe West Point’'s “legacy” as one Douglas MacArthur, speaking to the
Army’s workforce.” Cadets can minor iof “systemic racism, harmful exclusion, anddets at West Point half a century ago,

'W”
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by David Catron

“Diversity and Inclusion Studies,” whiclovert white supremacy.” observed that “the Long Gray Line has

includes courses titled “Social Inequality,” One former West Point graduate callegver failed us,” promising that, if ever it I n a recent opinion piece publishetW$A TodayRandi Weingarten delivered the
“Power and Difference,” and “The Politicshis document “wholesale moral blackmaiid, “a million ghosts in olive drab, in brown following cri de coeur: “MAGA Republicans are dgatyoour public schools.

of Race, Gender, and Sexuality.” West Paifit the Academy, its graduates, and kbaki, in blue and gray, would rise from 7HDFKHUV DQG SDUHQWV PXVW AJKW EDFN p :H
hosts “Diversity & Inclusion Leadershipresent-day leadership.” And he issued ttiigir white crosses, thundering those magic of the American Federation of Teachers (AFT),dbeto/’s second-largest teachers
Conferences,” has “Diversity Clubs,” andire warning: “Do not take comfort in thevords: Duty, Honor, Country.” MacArthur union. If her dire warning about the fell designdh® GOP seems semi-hysterical,
presents a “Department of the Armgecurity which has hitherto been affordedbuld be astonished to learn that, in the it's important to remember what she means by “eblicpschools.” For the AFT
Diversity & Leadership Award.” Fox Newso our nation by our armed forces. WWKLUG GHFDGH Rl WKH WZHQW\ AUVW FHQWXU\ ZH and its larger counterpart, the National Educagsociation (NEA), this term is
reports that cadets are subjected to “pronobiave not been tested against a real endraye met the enemy — and it is'%s. synonymous with “union-controlled schools.” And,wasdiscovered during the

COVID-19 lockdowns, they intend to remain in cdntro

Moreover, this control is by no means limited ¢o“tbachers” we entrust with
our children’s education. Throughout the pastytlyears, these unions have used
WKHLU HQRUPRXV AQDQFLDO UHVRXUFHV WR WDN
RVWHQVLEO\ UXQ RXU SXEOLF HGXFDWLRQ V\VWHP

community. Before the pandemic, most voters igisctexbl board elections, and the

. unions exploited this apathy to pack these alliamdodies with people who could

N eW e p I Sod e be counted on to put the agenda of the unionséafor other consideration. How
did they accomplish this? Stanford Universityigablgcientist Terry Moe explains in

with Uelzbsa W-Iuchen"‘le o his 2011 bookSpecial Interest

released every

The Michigan Education Association, for sttémfss, aliforty-page instructional

DQRG KRUWDWRU\ GRFXPHQW WR LWV ORFDO O
evaluate and screen school board candfdetedly renas, run entire campaigns,
set up phone banks, engage in door-torgdpayetanuass vote, and more. lts title:
“Electing Your Own Employer, It's as Easy.’as 1, 2,

Wednesday!

This manual was in circulation well over a deggdead it was not unique to
Michigan. By the time parents learned during tidepac that public schools had
been promoting leftist dogma, pseudoscience,ongésishistory, and transgender
ideology, the teachers unions already controliedctinol boards. Consequently,

. > 2 _ ] - when concerned parents began appearing at schodlmeetings to express their
Am official podeast of THE AMERICAN YPECTATOR David Catron is a contributing editer at  unhappiness with what their children were beigbtiahey were shocked to learn that
American Spectator they were considered interlopers with no righuéstepn ideologically tendentious

WWW .SPECTATORPODCAST .COM
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curricula. As one father discovered in Virgint@npaare even
discouraged from protesting policies that endahgkant safety.

Michael T. Hartney of the Manhattan Institute hase d
extensive research on the teachers unions anahitpeiing effort
to dominate school board elections. Hartney trabkesuccess of the more than 200 candidates they ehédorstadeis ot
rate of nearly 5,000 union-endorsed candidateslifiorda, will be elected, even though it spent zbemnhéiptheg
JORULGD DQG 1HZ <RUN DQG KLV AQG Lnext\eldetiph Bydl€ MangsGdr EiDaiiyHirat/dtddesppV K H \
win the vast majority of school board in every state, co-founder Tiffany
races. Moreover, the success rate \ Justice told Newsweek.

states still to be counted, the organizationgipéerlf

union-endorsed candidates hasbe 71~} > A1~ >7° 1A Vieece

just as high in Republican-leani ; Moms for Liberty is one of

states as in Democratic-leaning on un_!on b_oss‘es blunde[eq _the most active parents’ rights
In other words, no matter where yc U..i7 | ...ib «OA ... |orgagizgtiofs in the country. In

live, itis quite likely that some teach
union controls the composition o
your local school board. As Hartne
writes in City Journafour distinct
patterns stand out:

2022, it nominated 500 candidates
school closures and for school boards, 275 of whom

i i won. They successfully flipped
remote Iearnmg durlng seventeen school boards that had
the pandemic.

been dominated by the teachers
unions. And their reach goes
First, union-endorsed candidates wimn far beyond the seven boards
roughly 70 percent of all competitive selves! S@nahd, they flipped in Florida. They also flipped schaards in
union support helps both incumbents andotfiealltengers  California, Indiana, Minnesota, New Jersey, Noatbli@a,
greater electoral advantage than does imodmbe®ooy. T  and South Carolina. The teachers union empirevigvar,
friendly candidates tend to win in both iktrarey (Gal about to strike back. Theaily Signakports, for example,
York) and weak (Florida) union states, asocorlasvative that the Pennsylvania State Education Associa®alieady
and liberal school districts. Fourth, umoenendarspropel devoted conference time to a session titled “Caoim@pp&dioms
losing candidates to victory. for Liberty Attacks on our Teachers and our Scliools
The description of the session on the conferegistnagion
Hartney also shows that the Supreme Court’s 204 iru form reads as follows: “This session will exphardark-money
Janus v. AFSCM&hich precluded unions from forcing nonunion origins of this astroturf organization and itslosaj-term goal,
employees to pay “agency fees,” has not erodgubwes of as well as provide strategies on how to defeatinhte ballot
teachers unions to dominate school board eleciMimst has  box and at the board meeting.” Formulations likek“dhoney
EHIJXQ WR GR VR LV WKH SDUHQWYV - U oddngr dndP“Rsvr&bPieh@-ekm gaoal’ Edatalnhibish avinlifQ H G
national attention in Virginia’s 2021 gubernatdaeation. Thisis  of conspiratorial thinking. The teachers unionsoably use
what prompted the National School Boards AssatTi@iBBA) this kind of language to delegitimize any grouphheatens
to imply in a 2021 letter to President Joe Bid®rptrents who  their control over school boards. But parentstgigioups are
protested at school board meetings were domestidsts. As not going away. As Jarrott Skorup writes irHtheMoms for
theNew York Pastported at the time, the letter asked for federaLiberty boasts 195 chapters in thirty-seven statiesalmost

SURWHFWLRQ "16%$ VSHFLAFDOO\ VRIDQEWOWamMbéls.H H{SHUWLVH DQG UHVRXUFHYV

of the US Department of Justice.”

7KLV OHWWHU EDFNAUHG EDGO\
movement and contributing to GOP governor Glennndkin's
victory in the Old Dominion. This movement contiieechip away
at union control in 2022, particularly in Flovideere Governor Ron
DeSantis aligned himself with “Moms for Libertjreethe August  classrooms. Yep. That's what Weingarten saysality, ref
school board elections. An Associated Press gejoted DeSantis  course, she knows that they are a threat to theeus political
DV VD\LQJ “:H JRW LQYROYHG WR KHO Bowed Q& Itha DedHals Dikiehs Zakhaisde d\IHIéghageden't
WKH PDFKLQH AJKWLQJ WKH ORFN GRZ(bKihyg. Weilgste® andlViker féRow FuHiGn ooy diddliény
AJKWLQJ WKH SHRSOH WKDW ZDQW WR D& RtRaY puséiWdd sRiodl MosBiéspadd ReidténgeGV R
the candidates he endorsed won. Ardeaswerdports, Moms for  during the pandemic. Now the parents are on to, thedithey
Liberty made even further gains on November 8, 2022 are planning to take their local school boards *ick

Donations to The American Spectator Foundation are tax deductible.

This is what Randi Weingarten is really worrieg aften
H &he Uhakdd Wil chlikdHlikeS ™RAGLQREMIblidahs] &tshiig

back,” she doesn't mean the folks who belong tosVfom
Liberty. Why not? Because such people want “@adic

Email carvottal@spectator.org.
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About 61 percent of the group’s 67 endotesdirtandida
Florida, where Moms for Liberty spent $5@80Qthin to PROF”_E OF A PRlEST
campaigning, were victorious on Tuesdayin\Waimeotes

The Man Who Made Notre Dame

Fr. Theodore Hesburgh and the contradictions of the modern Catholic unive

by Mary Frances Myler

football coach Lou Holtz once gav&eating writes. He doesn't mention Fof the International Federation of Catholic
an apt description of the universitidesburgh by name, but the charismatimiversities, Hesburgh gathered twenty-six
he loved: “For those who know Notre Damg@yresident of Notre Dame — who als@ther North American educators to study
no explanation is necessary. For those wiappened to be the architect of the Larkle “role and nature of the contemporary
GRQ-W QR H[SODQDWLRQZILaRe® gameAtsH—1haunts Keating&atholic university.” The resulting Land O’
Holtz is right. Notre Dame is andiscussion. So who was the man whakes Statement gave Hesburgh and his
iconic institution in the American Catholichanged Catholic higher education? like-minded peers the chance to envision

I egendary University of Notre Dameniversities during the 1970s and ‘80s,” In 1967, during his tenure as president

RXU SXEOLF VFKRROV p $QG ZKHQ VKH FDGBDIRQDIIRIRQ VEX Wy R W AL KFAD HEShUraH XnDW sesved B thlleR future of Catholic higher education.

explain to those who keep up with theresident of Notre Dame from 1952 tdhe document claims the necessity of “true
XQLYHUVLW\ WKURXJK XVXOOMOD XQ@HDODW \8 H B A Q HutdRdmyaR\avadeRmio frdedpminlthe face
headlines or occasional visits to camp@atholicism. A man of deep faith, hef authority of whatever kind, lay or clerical,
Nevertheless, the life and legacy gknuinely soughtto bring Catholic educatierternal to the academic community itself.”
former university president Fr. Theodorato the modern world. But Hesburgh's This call for academic freedom
Hesburgh, C.S.C., can provide a preliminapproach to the Catholic university seemsemed to offer a rosy future for American
explanation for the current state of Notreaively optimistic in retrospect, almo&atholicism: unhindered by lingering
Dame, as well as the present landscapeWfUDJLF LQ LWV PLG FH Qsusyitian F R G pbQishH interference,
Catholic higher education. Hesburgh believed that institutionaCatholics would integrate into the broader
As James Keating, a professor mdependence was necessary for theademic community. The American
Providence College, discusses in a red@atholic university. He wanted NotreDFDGHP\ ZRXOG EHQHAW +
First Thingsssay, the Catholic university h&mame to be taken seriously by its seculaym the depth and beauty of Catholicism,
been in crisis for decades, and the problepeer institutions, but he feared that thend the vital energy of the Church would
have a singular point of origin. The Lan@hurch hierarchy’s potential interferencelielp the ivory tower to stand a little
O’ Lakes Statement transformed Catholcademic matters could stand in the waystfaighter and see a little further.
education in America, boosting the “sizbe school’s ability to participate on equal He cared deeply about the religious
and reputation of Catholic colleges aridoting. Academic freedom, then, becaridentity of the Catholic university, and his
Hesburgh's rallying cry — a cry that woutdllow educators felt similarly. The Land
Mary Frances Myler is a postgraduate fello%Wighedgly alter the landscape of CatholXiakes Statement outlines the expectation
Center for Citizenship and Constitutionat. Goliglh@fegducation in America. that a Catholic university should preserve
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its distinctive identity as an institution “in  Hesburgh’s impulses were not entirelystitutional access is waning for those who
which Catholicism is perceptibly presedisastrous. Despite the challenges to lodyject to today’s secular orthodoxies, but
and effectively operative.” But whatatholic identity, Notre Dame has servétbtre Dame has retained the credentialing
followed was not so much an integraticms a powerful credentialing institutiopower envisioned by Fr. Hesburgh, who
into the wider academy as it was &or American Catholics for decades. Thightly recognized that culture is changed
assimilation. The Catholic university tradatstitutional prestige that Hesburgh sougtibom within. In opening the doors of the
submission to the Vatican for submission to Catholic university, Fr. Hesburgh may
secular academic standards. have let the world in more than he let

Hesburgh's  cherished concept o Hesburgh’s apprgach the Church out, but the impulse to silo
academic freedom has brought myric . Catholic thought into parallel institutions
challenges to the Catholic identities ¢ to the Catholic should not be universalized, either.
Catholic universities. Because he took ct university seems In many ways, Notre Dame dwells
from secular institutions, Hesburgh delivere . NPT in the shadow of Hesburgh, haunted
D UDWKHU ADW XQGHUV nalvely OptImISth in by his flawed intuition that conformity
freedom nearly unrelated to the freedol to the world might help the world
proposed by the Church. True freedom retrosp_ect_, almOSt conform to Christ. But the university
possessed not by abstract collectives like traglq ”:] its mid- also boasts robust Catholic communities,
academy, but by human beingswhoaregh  \/|" | O AP V 02~ w Bh gpyrflance of chapels, opportunities
the daily choice to seek God’s will or to str: for Mass, confession, and Eucharistic
from it. And while many scholars at Notret ________ Adoration, and the top theology
Dame understand their research and teactiiag given Catholic thought a prominedepartment in the world. This, too,
in the context of their faith, many otherglatform in American discourse, whetheras Fr. Hesburgh's dream — that faith
insist upon an academic freedom that locksademic, religious, or political. might flourish in tandem with academic
more like academic license. As the culture war It is because of this continued prestigecellence. And with a core of faculty,
escalates, the university will need to evalubtd Catholics cannot abandon Our Ladyaff, alumni, and students who draw
WKH FRQALFW EHWZHHQ HKkivérdy iV hdhihgRelsek INirs P@mdirength from the heart of the Church,
education and the secular permissive attitpdevides young Catholics with an entthe fate of Notre Dame’s Catholic identity
that academic freedom enables. point into the nation’s elite institutionss far from a foregone conclusic.
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To Hell With the Universities

$IAUPDWLYH DFWLRQ LV WKH OHDVW RI KLJKH

John Jiang is an alumnliseoAmerican
Spectatds Young Writers Program.
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by John Jiang

IAUPDWLYH DFWLRQ LQ KLJKHU HGXFDWLRQ LV VHW W il . g
Court. The moment is quietly exhllaratmg. This is an injustice that has been DVNLQJ +RZ PXFK ZRXOG LW DFW XD O @tterEiHgcHIagY - RihhUHe da@s/dunmg tha? SneRsYrélatively
hoisted upon so many, for so long, and with the patronage of so many powerful

o | ; the competence of such a hostile institution afibdweal arts  inconsequential.
institutions that it seemed perhaps too big and too heavy to ever remove. Yet the same

R dd ; university system? Would America actually be b#ti&érmore Defenders of the modern liberal arts education retort that
was true oRoe v. Wadd nowRoe v. Waiegone. , of its most intelligent young people spent their twenties in adjuncolleges teach writing ability, curiosity, critical thinking, good
Some of the details of the case, which was argued on October 31, 2022, are comical. ¢ picles at Harvard? citizenship, and a host of other humanist qualities, regardless of

Harvard University claims to take “personality” into account when reviewing applicants. the degree or the major.

This is understandable, as it takes more than book smarts to excel in life. But Harvard Hi d tion Is risoner’s Dile There are a few problems with this perspective. To boint out
DGPLVVLRQV RIAFHUV LQ WKHLU JUHDW ZLVGRP DSSDU&%@@W ovacl RN&V@QJEEEY KALEE 1 HotputieIBoBMIneOIbdéed), 1019
KDYH WKH PRVW LQWHUHVWLQJ SHUVRQDOLWLHV +LVSD ¥ 1d? thé! uper Qasé hah' 2 Mt & AMYerlddrmdotte re W‘éh more completely than most people
are less interesting still, and Asians are the least interesting of all — coincidentally an

HIDFW LQYHUVLRQ RI WHVW VFRUH DYHUDIHV W 2100 EfCD BEIRCGEL o Mkl bl R fp e Rk yCert Bt i & course aganst randomy sciocted basel

racial discrimination is gone. . IAELHOW _AOWHUV_ IRU VWDWXV individuals who had never taken that course. The authors found that
But much like the repeal Bbe D UXOLQJ DJDLQVW DIAUPDWLYH DF W&ﬁﬁ%’é&&gﬁt&@ Qll\_?it’%ﬂgg{: th gentur tt\?\} ours u(jiae ts of aliber experienced a similar rate of knowledge
D PXFK PRUH GLIA F_).( OW AJKW 7KH SUROLIHUDWLRQ RI {3} io bt I e @altign lﬁ&a’n - HQ&; Qr) W?Hﬁﬁ)@%gar, C-grade students performed worse on the
all, not some historical accident: it is the product of an increasingly large and powerful shape. The US had just become the world’s largest economy aest than the uneducated baseline; within two years, even B-grad.
mmgﬁgﬁ“\g%ﬁﬁﬁz ?j(i:\iadriirg/laégjg/aglwzsiigrugr;gns(ljglgel)mazgr?gg tshgtefr'f’e'srl‘j;ﬂg%e People  syhsequently was in great need of engineers, foremen, clerks, stadents were performing barely above the baseline.

il ) ' : HE LFELDQYV X | WK HG U d¢ el déchy\Mias RORRURIX @) BMidsue RQhe Halli days
$.I AUPDWLYH DFWLRQ LV PHUHO \. WKH EOXQWHVW LQ V)\%ﬁéﬁ gé?a?é&?v attof¥al &fuﬁé{\éﬁ?i\bbb é}é&gﬁénga\%j%&%ﬁwwucation because college was merely a networking

tool kit, and there exist other ways of effecting racial discrimination. Take diversity KDG MXPSHG AYHIROG WR DERXW  SHappd@lty for the wealthy. Nor was it an issue during the
statements, which have now become standard practice for faculty-position applications It was on the back of this newly educated middle class thabcational period, when a college-educated technician could expec
fﬁetgg g]rit\l/tilétéogﬁ gl:)%g;teu;Ji?;vt%rsliléyp?r]:)sct?z:{grrélc?ﬁ(:?:r;krfltﬁg :‘gc):/??hgﬁhae\rléhg?eatgglIfnaa?r%/ America ascended to superpower status. But as college attendanjb upon graduation that required immediate application of his
' - ontinue xpl ?ﬁ) orqrn Il,égg tiary degr %3;9 ly gained technical knowledge. The current chapter of higher
hSiri?chgrSml_ilttei lévir S)r?sil?jel\rls OLNH \RX LQ \RXU AHOG DQG EHJ W '%b %e%%s%;clg {%Ws\%ll]{g \Q{ﬂhd ILT%%’&)S? b2-1 thgzgcétion history is not nearly so sensible. The average moderr
: dern_progressi e[ig logy of “ I,:é]eﬁ:ﬁ :35’ born Ig e attendee majors in art history or environmental science,
~ $ FRQVHUYDWLYH ZKR VZDOORZV KLV GLVWDVWH PD\ eH Iﬁ&c(érgenﬁﬁén B M H RNl U SR EBY D MRE ZRUNLQJ ZLWK ([FHO VSLU
diversity statement. Unfortunately, a progressive statement is no maich for a progressive  .,jieqe education. Notice that leftists stumping for free college wdbmpany, and by his midtwenties has forgotten nearly everything
résume. Academics are more than happy to discriminate against would-be colleagues on o6y giscriminate between degrees or programs: the mathematicdrK DW KH ZHQW AYH AJXUHV LQWR GHE W
whom they detect a single whiff of conservatism, according to surveys. Consequently, and the gender studies major are considered equally deserving of $W LWV HVVHQFH WKH WZHQW\ AUV
only 6 percent of American university faculty self-identify as conservative. subsidies. We are so far removed from the vocational schools foéquently an exercise in social signaling rather than education
_These same rotten institutions are currently disngatheir own credibility with the last century that the act of attending college has, in the populsrfortunately, status is relative, and if the majority of society
their obsessive pursuit of diversity over atillitgeritocratic hiring process is a sign imagination, taken on a sort of alchemical quality. In this view,aatains a particular status symbol, then it must necessarily becom
of a competent organization. Putting aside questiorairness, it may be worth student is transmuted into a higher class of citizen merely througghnal and unprestigious. The result is a prisoner’s dilemma: both
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everyone going to college and no one going to college produce theéensive library. Centuries ago, it may have had the city’s onl
same relative social standing, all else being equal. But becauselimary, and maybe even its only literate people. The internet has CANCEL CULTURE
fellow spreadsheet wranglers go to college, so must you, lest yoade knowledge accessible to all.

fall behind. Nor are universities now necessary for concentrating human
capital. The most impressive reservoirs of genius are today found
Your College Is a Temple in Silicon Valley and at enterprises like OpenAl, SpaceX, and the
The prestige of the elite college degree is aittimdugh which
many other forms of prestige are accessed, alyichbse in
law, government, and industry. This

sort of monopoly on social power is . L .
not only increasingly undeserved but DeSpIte their Increasing

also dangerous. .
It is tempting to imagine that the pomtlessness,

university system could be restored to | njversities carry on like
some previously unblemished state. But

it is probably more accurate to think glant parasitic amoebas,
of pure meritocracy and ideological ; ;
agnosticism as the historical exception SU~C|‘(Ing UR the time N 5
‘e Ib oev 1717 A3l FRXUVH :
of medicine, exist in which self-tutoring

rather than the rule. >
Consider England, whose N NN ~ %

universities have long been regarded } I"TA>1" 0" A ccv b har}Jer, if not impossible. But

as among the best in the world. When eo |e the dirty secret is that even in these

in the sixteenth century the country p p ) cases, college is hardly relevant. Medical

broke with the Roman Catholic Church schools and law programs brag about

and established Anglicanism as fhe all of the English, history, and drama

state religion, popular adoption of the new rabgtendency students in their incoming classes. They make a point of reassuring
applicants that their passion matters more than their major. In other
words, they utilize the college degree in precisely the same way as

Nor are they necessary for hiring purposes. The prisoner’s
dilemma of education indicates that
college degrees are now so ubiquitous
that companies use them as a screen for
intelligence and conscientiousness; the
actual job-related education transpires
after the hiring. But this screening utility
is easily replaced. For example, many tech
companies now use coding challenges
like LeetCode as the primary method of

. assessing applicant competence.

was piecemeal and gradual. But the most impateaninsthe
process was the endorsement of Anglican belieé byling and
administrative elite.
In 1673 and 1678, the Test Acts were passed by the Britihu of developing better screening methods.
Parliament, imposing religious tests as a precondition for holding Despite their increasing pointlessness, universities carry on
SXEOLF RIAFH $W WKH 8QLYHUVLW)\ ke gantRarasitiddnGebds KSdckm@ upytHeUtivhe \AWhd money of
of Cambridge, aspiring students and faculty were required émtire generations of young people. Pointless habits do not always
demonstrate their knowledge and fealty to the Church of Englandissappear easily, and sometimes they disappear not at all. (After all,
Thirty-nine Articles of Religion. This practice remained in placine Japanese still love their fax machines.)
for nearly two centuries, by which point the Anglicanization of  But there are at least a few steps that can be taken to cut
England was complete. colleges down to size. Offers of federal tuition subsidies and
The university as a tool of ideological consolidation has takerasy student loans should be withdrawn. The virtual guarantee
on new forms today. Across the Islamic world, many universities taxpayer money has all but eliminated competitive pressures at
still embrace the use of tests of religious faith as a requirememtversities, leading to ballooning numbers of administrative staff,
for entry. And, of course, in England, America, and elsewhere, tlazy rivers, and insultingly pointless grievance studies programs.
VHFXODU UHOLJLRQ RI VRFLDO MXVW LFidse €diisidieD weie RritradDded @AtRaQtikhe when there existed a
This is not to imply that the ideological capture of a universitgtrong case for higher education as a public good, but that time has
system makes it useless. Anglicanization helped to consolidatiersy passed.
unique identity among England’s elite. While the Test Acts were Young people have a part to play in this as well. No one can
in place, England achieved the Industrial Revolution and laid tlhe individually faulted for going to college — no virtue lies in
foundations for its later empire. But the nature of the ideologieing the sucker in a prisoner’'s dilemma. But the trend of treating
REYLRXVO\ PDWWHUV LW LV GLIAFXO WighéReduéaiioh laQa-babkup planVorllife SabidHAe iadtét's degi@d, Q J
class than the one currently being created by DEI policies. doctorate, and postdoc as means of delaying entry into working
As long as there is a culture war in America, higher educatitife, ought to stop. Do not give the university system any more time
will be used as a weapon. The prestige and intellectual legitimang money; four years and tens of thousands of dollars is more
conferred by universities made these institutions a tool irresistitilean enough.
to ideologues of the past, and today is no different. And as long As for the future scientists and CEOs who will now stand a
as universities are weaponized, progressives will wield that poweKDQFH RI JHWWLQJ LQWR +DUYDUG LI
— because more progressives aspire to become academics anterecan only hope that all of them take their smarts elsewhere
demonstrably more willing to discriminate on the basis of belief.afterward, rather than becoming barely paid adjunct fodder.

PDQ\ RWKHUV WKDW GHAQH $PHULFDQ VFLHQWLAF SURZHVYV

FHUWDLQ AHOGV OLNH WKDW

PRVW FRPSDQLHV 3 WR AQG VPDUW DQG KDUGZRUNLQJ DSSOLFDQWYV 3 LQ

BOQLYHUVLW\ RI
Versus Amy Wax

3HQ

Where is Penn’s founder, Benjamin Franklin, when we need him?

by Richard Vedder

he University of Pennsylvanién the words of Franklin: “Whoever wouldvith Professor Wax and have been enriched by

proudly says that it was founded byverturn the liberty of a nation must begimaving Wax as a friend. | also talked to her in

Benjamin Franklin, who also chaireloly subduing the freeness of speech.” Yet ttwnection with this modest epistle (although
its governing board in its formative yeadean of Penn Law, Ted Ruger, and many ¥fK H KDV QRW VHHQ WKH AQD(
That famed colonial polymath and Foundirs colleagues are trying to “severely sanction” In a 2017 op-ed for th&hiladelphia
Father would no doubt be unhappy if heLQ QRQDFDGHPLF MDUJRRQquigtWwhx antRLady VRXAnd&[ a law
saw what leaders of Penn are tryingto doto DUJLQDOO\ UHOHYDQW piofe¥sd laG theMMideryityl WA Fab DidgoD D
Amy Wax, the university’s Robert Mundheipnofessor at Penn, James Wilson, was a d&m®yled that the “bourgeois values” of the
professor of law. Professor Wax is somethidg XUH LQ GUDIWLQJ WKH BY%50& RQNa Ltk Vil LsRigle two-parent
of a Franklin-like academic wunderkind, We are in an age of enormous selfeme life, thriftiness, modest crime rates —
who, among other things, holds degrees fraensorship — people are afraid to exprggsduced a vibrant and happy society. Soon,
Yale University, Harvard University, Oxfortheir thoughts publicly for fear of being@ torrent of indignant responses appeared,
University, and Columbia University, includimgtracized. By contrast, Amy Wax has véRQH D OHWWHU IURP AIW\ IF
a medical degree as well as a law degree. publicly made a number of statements thHaaily Pennsylvari@nenting that Wax and

Why would Ben Franklin be unhappy withave angered or infuriated people; theskexander venerated values “steeped in

Penn? Because he was a staunch support@iseértions are mostly factually correct anti-blackness and white hetero-patriarchal
freedom of expression. He is quoted as saymmimally, at least defensible opiniomsspectability.” Never mind that, aside from
“If everyone is thinking alike, then no one &xpressed with civility and in good faith. Latknowledging the racial discrimination of
thinking.” Amy Wax does not “think like” ame mention four of Amy Wax’s ideas that hatvee era, Wax and Alexander scarcely discussed

D | A Uarge \wioporiom piwAnredzan \acadensogsleda-ontretemps: her spirited defenseate and made no derogatory remarks toward

often citing inconvenient truths that offenthe bourgeois family values that prevailed in fays. Wax and Alexander were guilty of
many of them. Yet reasoned and civiliz&850s; her idea that some nations or culturesspgroving of a lifestyle different from what

JRU QRZ WKH SRVVLEOH HQG RI DIAUPDW LdéhtdbEtWebR@ople¥ isRit td-Hedi Bf WihiafibRto others; her assertion that black Idae signatories of the letter seemed to favor.

Degrees of Rent Seeking celebrate, even if it only gives a bloody nose to the ideologues who
If the concept of universal tertiary education were to disappedrave taken over some of America’s most venerable institutions. The
what would supplant it? There is no need to strain the imaginatiddjpreme Court should do as it ought to and ensure that the Civil
as the keys to its replacement already stand in place. Rights Act is being applied fairly for all races of people. However,

Universities no longer possess a monopoly on knowledgm the long run, it cannot be enough to simply improve the fairness
Decades ago, a university might have possessed its city’'s nufsa system that, in its current form, should not eXist.
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makes great universities — and nations. Agaaiool students do not fare as well academically $GGLQJ JDVROLQH WR WK
as whites; and, most recently, her suggestiod Alexander asserted — horrors of horrors
Richard Vedder is distinguished profesisr dhaAmsyica would be better off with a smaller that not all cultures are created equal. As
emeritus at Ohio University, senior fellof¥S&n tRepulation and less immigration. BMona Charen, defending Wax and Alexander,
Independent Institute, and aRistofg the before proceeding, full disclosure: | sit on thggeniously argued, the protesters in reality
Promise: Higher Education in America. board of the National Association of Scholaasceptethe Wax—Alexander proposition.
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For example, they surely believe, as she@@mpleQLVPDWFK +RZ $1A U Pthaty LitendoFtovanRrhourHony \Bikgs lecture
it, “that Alabama’s culture, circa 1952, watidents It's Intended to Help, and Why UrinergitieTube and thought that she was
inferior to that of Philadelphia in 2017,” and/ont Admit )it— have provided empiricaremarkably well-mannered.

probably they would additionally concedwidence that law schools preferentially admit To be sure, once in a while a professor
that “Afghanistan’s cultural practices vis a biscks, often to their own detriment, if bagenuinely needs to be de-tenured. | once
women and minorities are inferior to thosxam passage rates are any indication. participated in a de-tenure procedure,
in Belgium.” As Wax has pointed out on More recently, Wax has added to tlssessing a situation where a professor who
several occasions, empirical evidence of ddrage with her opinion that Americhad clearly lost his mind gave every student in
superiority of Western civilization is prettyould be better off with fewer persons oé large class an F. In the internal adjudication
strong — most persuasive are the millions Agian background and a smaller pool of the matter, | strongly favored severing the

migrants who uproot their lives to move to thenmigrants. As a lifetime student of Americamnofessor’s relationship with my university.

most advanced manifestations of that culturemigration, | strongly disagree witin another case, a professor used university
including in Western Europe, the UniteBrofessor Wax on this point, but | certainhgsources to run a private business for
OHUHO\ EHLQJ D PHGLRFUKHWHDDAKW K HRW ADJH G

States, Canada, Australia, and so on. Migraiiimk that she is entitled to say it. Indee® UR AW
from, say, Pakistan or Somalia
to Britain is dramatically great:
than in the reverse directiot
Far more Pakistanis want to liy
in London than English want tc
live in Karachi or Islamabad.

All of Western cultural 2]
supremacy arose out of t
Industrial Revolution, whic
began in the West (Britai
to be precise) and led t
ZRUOGZLGH DIA
Industrial Revolution itself
was an outgrowth of thd
Enlightenment, which gavi
us such luminaries as Isa
Newton, Galileo  Galilei
Leonardo da Vinci, Willia
Shakespeare, John Locke, Ad -
Smith, James Watt, and a hdg
of other thinkers, inventorsgiss
and entrepreneurs, leading e
the rise of democracies andIf{ i
rediscovery of ancient veritiggaits
as well as new discoveries
vast amounts of knowledge art
geographic areas.

lazy individual who hasn't
written a journal article or
book or received a grant for
many years is not enough
— colleges are littered with
all sorts of these amiable
mediocrities and academic
debris. The attempt to oust
Wax, by contrast, is more akin
to an academic assassination
— unjust and immoral.
Nonetheless, in 2019,
a large group of students
unhappy with Wax called
a “town hall” meeting for
students — and Penn Law
dean Ted Ruger. Ruger
allegedly told the students,
“Her presence here ... makes
me angry, it makes me pissed
off.” Ruger has championed
himself as a defender of the
students against supposed
attacks on them made by Wax.
It is relevant to note
that Wax has won the
prestigious Lindback Award

Wax's inconvenient truth that perhags provides a basis for an interesting afat Distinguished Teaching. Aside from being
trumped all others, however, was her assertiesperately needed dialogue on the pros angluminous author, Wax has also argued

major instructional contribution. On June 28signed from his position as a universttyat it had on Britain. Powell was a major
2022, Dean Ruger indicated in a letter to thestee over the shameful treatment &fritish politician, a force in the Conservative
chair of the Faculty Senate that he wantebfessor Wax. And a growing chorus d¢farty, and a man of considerable intellect and
to initiate major sanctions against Wax. Skepected groups and scholars are speakiogghtfulness. | personally knew him and
had committed numerous sins, accordiogt, including the Academic Freedoitneasure a lovely book of poems he authored
to Ruger, including “incessant racist, sexstijance and Roger Kimball, the publishand gave me at London’s important Institute
xenophobic, and homophobic actions amd the New CriterioKimball said, “[I]t is of Economic Affairs. It seems to me entirely
statements.” Besides, as Ruger mentiorfed,stating such obvious truths that Waappropriate to meet or discuss individuals like
Wax had appeared duncker Carlson Tanigist being dragged into the Star ChamberTalylor or Powell.
and that itself may be viewed by the woRenn.” Perhaps muddying the waters a bit, Universities are incredibly politically myopic.
intelligentsia as an implicit sign of morakd Ruger is stepping down as dean. The collective decision-making environment
and intellectual degeneracy. The bottom line: Additionally, in what strikes man the academy (at Penn, as manifested in the
Ruger doesn't agree with Wax, and, therefore, Faculty Senate, informal student protests,
o ] and probably the local diversity and inclusion
Several lawyers have apparently be Emp|r|cal evidence bureaucracy) is on a different planet — indeed
hired, and | have seen scores of pages i Y e Y ereipt ;gal —, from American public
legal arguments from Wax's attorneys. W CE~V\ _I o LA Q «1A c%p%{m THEI dispdrity is a major reason why
doesn't even think that the Faculty Senate 7TiAITAT V~ U Te” é >UI|1i\,/\e@ “enrolinfénts are faling and public
the appropriate venue to hear the complail rettv stron support for universities is cratering. Ruger’s
According to her interpretation of universit p y g cheerleading the woke Penn masses to high
rules, that job resides with something call levels of indignation and furor may soon meet
the Grievance Commission and the Faculty the reality of furious alums, donors, and, who
Senate’'s Commission on Academic Freedasn a brilliant move, Professor Wax hksows, possibly even skeptical jurors. Could Ted
and Responsibility. A particularly sad al®iRXQWHUDWWDFNHG A O LRdder Detkléttéd VPRI phiaFdagPcateEner lif @ W
arguably disgusting dimension of this sagainst Ruger with Penns GrievaneeHUH DQ HOHFWLYH RIAFH"
saga: Wax has been undergoing car€emmission, saying, among other things, The modern world was created by
treatment. Penn appears to be attacking a #ieit Ruger’s charges “are nothing more thetrallenging the reigning political, religious,
septuagenarian and has ignored her pleaartcattempt to use the sanction process economic and academic establishment.
defer this action during her illness. as a means of punishing the most powerfultook bold individuals to argue that the
Actually, as at most schools, th#issenting voice on campus and preventizarging of interest is not sinful and that
procedures relating to faculty sanctiostudents from being exposed to importatite sun does not revolve around the earth.
are rather complicated and involve variocsnservative ideas.” It took bold individuals to introduce and
faculty groups all the way up to the university 7KLV DFFRXQW RI XQ lexpdrd Yhe Wohcept@Aptikal propkrty rights
president, so it could take months (years?) jsisdbridged considerably in the interest tbfat, ultimately, along with revolutionary new
to get the matter adjudicated within Penmaintaining reader interest and sanity. FeFLHQWLAF DGYDQFHYV DQG L
much less the courts. example, | have not discussed a secondapdern world. Progress came by questioning
Penn's dragging of its feet in thisontretemps that evolved over Wax’s invitiigOG EHOLHIV DQG GHYHORSL
case might make good sense from iared Taylor, anadvocate for racial segregatmverify empirical propositions. The University
perspective, as some prestigious atacher course on conservative thought, nor fifr Pennsylvania was founded by Benjamin
wealthy alums have shown that they afiscussion of the views of British politiciafranklin, the premier American embodiment
very angry at Penn for its actions towaad scholar Enoch Powell. Powell lamentefl that tradition in our nation’s formative
Wax. Most notable among this group & KH ODUJH LQARZ RI P R V&€ \SEiidyF Amy. WaxLid @ DrQdati-day
Paul Levy, a major donor to the universiiyto Britain in the last half of the twentietieontinuation of that tradition and a national

in class that her experience was that most bizaks of current and proposed immigratioBW OHDVW AIWHHQ FDVHV EHIRUHnWKerdn 8&w,6008 BadyiH this brouhabantury and the negative impact he perceittegsure

Penn Law students graduated below the avepagieies. Her views could help foster debaeurt — that's about as good as it gets in
of their peers. Wax apparently said, “I doahd a search for improved policies — thistige legal profession. Her only sin, however,
think I've ever seen a black student graduateat universities should be doing. from the viewpoint of many academics, is
in the top quarter of the class, and, rarely, in Firing a tenured professor is very ragegrievous one — she tells truths that most
the top half.” The dean of the school asserted,Penn, as at most universities. Most oft®enn Law professors and students (and the
“These claims are false.” Wax’s statemefforts to de-tenure arise out of outrageohaplessly subservient Dean Ruger) don't
was viewed as wrong, outrageous, insensiéng, often illegal personal conduct: sexualignt to hear. She is being punished for being
KXUWIXO DQG LQVXOWL Q attabkitvg DorVthrié@eénk§ BRANtS) dXsRaihkkllectually honest and truthful, not for
of students — as protests duly demonstratatbney, or frequently failing to show up fdreing immoral, incompetent, or lazy.

Interestingly, Penn has not provided Walass. Not Wax. She is not even being accused, URQLFDOO\ YHU\ OLWWOH KDV DF

or her [awyer with detailed empirical data db Iaunchiqg nasty ad hominem attacks bappened since Dean Ruger began his attack
FRQAUP WKH GHDQ:V FODLPS WKIDA¥ :bWX GN @ AWWYW RR @hDAFofe36t\ Wak. QS8 itdIGyearsDdgo, she

was incorrect. Several solid studies — anakes her arguments sharply and stronghpV WDNHQ RIlI RI WHDFKLQJ KHU OD

by Richard Sander and Stuart Taylor Jr., ot relatively courteously. Wanting to verifjass on civil procedure, which had been her
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' An expose of the identity-group
madness that transformed American
campuses—and is now turning the

Western world upside down.

REVOLUTION
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AMONG THE INTELLECTUALOIDS

/7KH
ldentity Studies in Academia

Power-hungry university “scholars” spawned the toxic revolution obsessed with

radical change that dominates our society today.

by Bruce Bawer

PhD in English, | instantly turned dowWesterners as victims, who replaced real libeustlers, many of them semiliterate thugs,

the reasonably secure entry-level facdtiucation (that is, the development of critiedter university administrators surrendered
position my alma mater offered me and chdkanking) with outright Marxist indoctrinationto violent rioters (including Black Panthers);
LQVWHDG WR VLJQ XS IR @ndWKdavenpRyewthd Qésahielgarde@did queer studies, which has nothing
insecure of all professions: freelance litergoestioning reality itself. In the new humanitighatsoever to do with homosexuality but is,
journalist. Why? Partly because it had takendiseiplines, the focus was more and more rather, in the words of queer academic David
that long to face the fact that | just wasn't thdentity groups — notably women, blacksl. Halperin, a celebration of “whatever is
academic type. And partly because | saw ttattnos, and “queers” — who, cast in the radé¢ odds with the normal, the legitimate, the
the kind of jargon-heavy approaches that wefeperennial underdogs, became the subjeminant” — or, more correctly, a self-
taking over America’s English departmerts grievance studies whose practitioners did@tebration by privileged professors who,
— from politics-driven “feminist criticism”perform potentially useful scholarly reseanchile being viewed as ornaments of the
to pretentious postmodern “deconstructionifito those groups’ histories and cultures ducational establishment, pretend to be
straight out of France by way of Yale Univerditgtead endlessly pondered, professed, anadds with the established order. (As if
— had nothing whatsoever to do with my owprotested their purported oppression. to prove this fact, the founding mother of
reasons for wanting to spend my life reading In my 2012 booKhe Victims’ Revolutigneer studies, Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick,
and writing about books. (TVR) — in preparation for which Iwas a monogamous, heterosexual Jewish

In the years that followed, | often found QW HUYLHZHG VRPH RI| WdOsewierhWRGsheptheh daxedrtaldimylelite
myself sighing with relief at my narrow escdapes movement, sat in on college classes, fieadlty positions at, in turn, the University
from the ivory tower. For, as time went by, tislelves full of turgid tomes, and attendedfl California, Berkeley; Dartmouth College;
humanities fell increasingly under the thurabademic conferences in cities ranging fr@mke University; and the City University of
of leftist radicals who were preoccupied wierlin to Baton Rouge to Berkeley — New York.)
the phenomenon of social and cultural powprpvided an overview of several of these TVR has just been issued in paperback
ZKR LQAH[LEO\ GHSLFWH G “idéNhtity stldi@dF Udd thePsitbtyloF\Bo@ishwith a new foreword by the USpectawor
VWXGLHV RQH RI ZKRVHDbRgE Rur@yl addJaXnéw Wtrowietieh in
Bruce Bawer is the author of many bodke ianHiﬁEt writer Betty Friedan, depicted thehich | discuss some of the ways in which
Victims' Revolutigrwhich was published with &%k suburban American kitchen (whichtaese identity studies’ guiding dogmas have,

introduction by Douglas Murray in 2023. HehREtme was nothing less than a dreamscsipee the book’s original publication, spread
Norway. for most women around the world) as a gulagit into society at large. For example, the

I n 1983, having spent four years earningspecially) as imperialist oppressors and rdaek studies, which was founded by race
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abominations known as critical race theomno, living in leafy American college townaith “neofascists” — who, in the 1970s, we
and “antiracism,” which in recent years haget a kick out of the illusion that their jargomere told, sparked local resistance by turning
infected primary school classrooms addenched scribblings have some connectglam housing and community facilities in the
corporate boardrooms alike, had their gendeis  mid-twentieth-century ~ communistold trans sex work ghetto” in San Francisco’s
in black studies; the widespread demonizatiewolutions in Africa.) Tenderloin into upmarket apartments.

of men — including the stereotype Stryker described the Tenderloin
of all men as rapists, whic of thateraas a “carceral” environment

dominated the #MeToo movemer el v | iAi “iT171p APOSCORI RI FRQAQH
at its most extreme — is roote . criminalized populations.” In Bergen,
pros are remotely interested

in women'’s studies; and the she just as in Berlin, Stryker — who
fantasies that make up transgen in discussing human identity proceeded to rail against police and
in a remotely mature and

ideology — and that have als prisons generally — seemed deaf to
responsible way.

become an orthodoxy in an FRQWH[W ZKHUHDV PDQ)\
number of established institutior who found a home in the Tenderloin
— @an traded] difgctlf to th half a century ago doubtless saw it
reali_ty-RngaNmH gender notas a penitgntiary but as a place of
identity that are preached in the classrooms $V IRU TXHHU VW XG L lféédom, Bi/kevwhs gpebiy a short distance
of queer studies. practitioners legitimized their Marxidtom theSkrekkens Hhsuse of horrors), from
Unfortunately, when writing this neventerprise by pretending that the disciplimreKLFK WKH *HVWDSR GXULQJ
introduction, | wasn't able to retrace myas centered on the study of homosexwatupation of Norway, ruled brutally over a
steps and see how the landscape has chargedand culture — it has less to do wittity that really was a “carceral” environment.
that would’ve been a prohibitively expensigay men and lesbians than ever beforeftothermore, the terrible reality of what
proposition, and even in the waning days péruse the titles of the papers delivered“@funding the police” has meant for the once-
the pandemic, it would've been exceedinfgigt year's Queer History Conference at $arly City by the Bay made Stryker's antiprison
tricky in terms of travel. But thanks in larggancisco State University is to encountaambast seem especially blinkered.
part to that same pandemic, the last f@me opus after another on transgenderism, Indeed, Stryker came off as utterly
years have resulted in a small archive“tdmale sexuality,” “queers of color,” oirresponsible. But then again, none of these
online lectures, discussions, and conferereeespecially — “queer” life south of thélentity studies pros are interested in discussing
sessions that provide a pretty clear pictin@rder. Moreover, given that in the last fdwman identity in a remotely mature and
of what’s happened to identity studies singears many primary school teachers heasgponsible way. They're no more interested
| was researchingvR all those years agobeen introducing their pupils to gendeém formulating sensible ideas for the future
Herewith, a brief report. AXLGLW\ DQG VWRU\WH OtaH théy areQn doWrh@upGdJpast vievks 1HatO |
In TVR, | observed that women’s studieis not surprising that one of the conferent@ve proven fallacious. Their “work,” far
the largest of all the identity studies (whiskssions was entirely devoid to the apparefidyn having the remotest relevance to the
often goes by women's and gender studiesple effort “to make queer histories momealities of anyone’s lives, is about the endless
had over the years become increasinglsible” in “K-12" spaces. Also — and mouthing of reality-defying woke bromides
preoccupied with other identity categoriesay be wrong here — the description @fs if they were professional mantras; hence,
race above all. That this remains the casether session, “Regulating Sex Betwéiryker's Bergen talk concluded with a banal
was made instantly clear by the poster fden and Boys in the Anglophone Worldyindup to the effect that the “militant trans
last November's annual conference of th840s-1910s,” certainly makes it sound agesistance” in yesterday’s Tenderloin can help
National Women'’s Studies Association, whitte participants were engaged in a defense€imagine what can transpire” there in the
took as its theme “Killing Rage: Resistanceainpedophilia. future — even though that “resistance” did
the Other Side of Freedom”; drawn in akind As part of my research fa?vVR, | nothing whatsoever to change that hellhole of
of pseudo-primitive African style, the postattended a 2011 presentation at a quaeteighborhood for the better.
depicted two black women in African-lookingiudies conference in Berlin by Susan Stryker,In Bergen last year, as in Berlin eleven
garb. The theme of the forthcoming October star transgender professor then teachyegrs earlier, Stryker spoke at a queer studies
2023 conference is “A Luta Continua/That Indiana University who told us that oneonclave. One of the major changes in identity
Struggle Continues: Resistance, Resiliensicome, if imperfect, solution to the problestudies during the last decade, however, has
Resurgence.” A luta continua, as it happenfsUS “neoliberalism” would be a pragmatizen the massive increase in courses and
was the founding motto of Mozambiquealiance between the intellectual Left and tt@nferences exclusively, or principally, devoted
Frelimo party, whose war for independentfascist” Tea Party movement. As | statetd R WUDQV VWXGLHV D AHOG
from Portugal (1964—75) enjoyed the support TVR, Stryker plainly didn't grasp whalVR, didn't even merit inclusion in my chapter
of both China and the Soviet Union. (Onié meant to stand in a lecture hall on the small up-and-coming disciplines. “The State
wonders how many of the white feministdnter den Linden, a short distance from tleé Trans Studies in the 2020s,” a 2021 online
who founded women'’s studies ever imagiri@ndenburg Gate, and speak blithely abdigcussion sponsored by units of the University
that their discipline, which at its birth waalying with fascists. Appearing a few monibis Massachusetts and Clark University and
preoccupied with liberating middle-clagsgo at a “queer history” conference in Bergégturing six contributors to the n&AGE
housewives from their dreaded kitcheridorway, Stryker, now “Professor EmeriteZncyclopedia of Trans,iadied illuminating
would end up in the hands of tenured woman the University of Arizona, was still at wan this front. Asked what questions are guiding
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his own present journey through trans studiégsL V' "AHOG GHAQLQJ DF D iivislyras SRo@R andvBdtherefore feel a
Marquis Bey (“they/them”) of NorthwesterrBlack Trans Feminisenimagines himself aseed to pretend they're struggling with complex
University replied — and okay, hold on ta veritable Genghis Khan of identity politidsleas feel compelled to sling the recondite argot,
your hats, for here comes the obligatory desegaged in “a wholesale dismantling of that those who strongly identify as activists and
of identity studies patois — that he’s currentiprld we have been given.” Yaswholesalavish to communicate with the grievance-group
preoccupied with dismantling of the world we have-baghagivéioi polloi prefer to keep their language simple.
self-respecting identity studies scholar to@&yit was that in this online discussion, an older
the question of materiality: what does/auld admit to a lesser goal? participant, Aaron Devor, chair of transgender
mean to have, be, a certain kind of body, andhe brand of numbing English that Bestudies at the University of Victoria in British
how do we assess and think about wh&KIXU QV RXW 3 D OHJDF\ RI| @dlkirkbia, QGaRQe: ©dntepidoX tHap i/ Liar®
means to be certain kinds of, in particuladith Butler, a pioneer of queer and womestholars “want to change the world,” they should
gendered subjects, and for me that’s resielied who won the 1998 Bad Writing awasschew “excessive academese and jargon.” Bey
as a question because it seems to me tiatrthéhe journalPhilosophy and Literaturedidn’t look happy.
very notion of materiality, the very notiois a@fommon in identity studies, but not quite Another participant, Ann Travers of
embodiment, by way of trans studiesudniglitous. Those who want to be takdBritish Columbia’s Simon Fraser University,
by way of trans analytic, is being thrown
into a kind of crisis of questioning.
KRZ WKHQ FDQ ZH WKL({
reimagining, maybe even abolishing v
tenets on which the body rests? And thaf]
is incredibly exciting, also incredibly terr
too, precisely because if one of the thi
situates us in space, situates us in relat
other people, is the purported facticity g
body, to throw that into question is the
throw into question our very status as s
in relation to other people. But | do thi
genuinely that that throwing into crisis i
or looks toward a different modality
being and relating to one another on gr
that are not constituted by the norma
constituted by violence, constituted by a
various kinds of hegemonic identities
are imposed upon us, so how can weg
think about materiality and subjectivity
embodiment, et cetera, otherwise?

FOREWORO BY DOUGLAS MURRAY

THE VICTIMS'
REVOLUTION

THE RISE OF IDENTITY STUDIES AND
THE BIRTH OF THE WOKE IDEOLOGY

I quote this passage in full to demonstra
that, whatever else may or may not hg
changed in identity studies, the tendency of]
practitioners to serve up staggering amounty
pretentious rhetoric conveying little or nothi
in the way of substance is alive and well. B
main point here, you may have gathered, is
if you buy into the premise of transgend
theory — namely, that simply saying you'rg
female overrides the testimony to the contr;
of every cell in your body — it's only natural
follow up on this act of faith by questioning t
importance, and even the reality, of the phy<#3
self. | noticed that Bey wasn't the only @-‘-
of the panel who was preoccupied with t
issue of “materiality” — which was interesting
because, if you decide that you don't really ex4
then where does the university mail your che?

Checking out Bey’s website, | found th
if, on the one hand, he’s playing the gameyof
guestioning his own existence, on the othg
hand — as | discovered on his website —
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also sees it as her job to “change the worltiie sidekick.” As you might imagine from thégy, as attempted genocide. In a 2020 TEDx
witness the title of her 2018 botthe Trans WKXPEQDLO GHVF UL SW L R Qalk\\Weéah Bukb@<Ri; Wh& hbb Eevéihrsl paRo
Generation: How Trans Kids (and Their Bezergnjirely Western-oriented (listening @od teaches disability studies at the Ohio State
Are Creating a Gender Revtiufiavers's them, you wonder if they've ever heard of thiiversity, explained that he resents being told
view, trans studies should be concerned IBs#®man Empire or the Empire of Japan, diy loved ones that he’s walking or talking better
with winning acceptance for trans adults thifrthey're aware that some national literaturdésause, to him, that means he’s walking or
with recruiting “trans kids” — or, if you willactually the work ofomwvhites), and they oftentalking “less like me.” In other words, progress
rescuing them from “a constellation of interasik as if they're living in a pre-MLK Americay overcoming his disability amounts to
groups with an investment in conservatiwhere there's never been a president narfexdsure of my disability.” (In disability studies,
heteropatriarchal gender politics, many Bfarack Obama, a Nobel laureate named Timidentally, abortion is a fraught issue: killing
whom are into white-power nationalism.”  Morrison, or a two-time Oscar-winner namdualthy fetuses is, of course, no problem, but
Although this online discussion waBenzel Washington. terminating early-stage embryos who will have
purportedly trans focused, the subject of Matias, who made a point of specifyiragvere birth defects is deeply problematic.)
race kept coming up. Travers bragged tlfat she teaches “black whiteness studies” asin none of the identity studies is it clearer
whenever she runs across a trans studipgosed to “white privilege” pioneer Pegdiyan it is in disability studies just how wide the
book that doesnt incorporate “a criticdlicintosh’s “white whiteness studies” — iatellectual gap is between those frauds whose
race perspective,” she deep-sixes it. Anotlistinction | hadnt encountered before -entire education consists of having memorized
participant complained that “whiteness ... hparroted the familiar lie that white cops aaehandful of inane bullet points and the genuine
robbed us of the time to develop a particulaassacring innocent blacks and condemipeofessionals, operating far beyond the bounds
relational ethic” and that “everybody in trafithe narcissism of whiteness” (although I"&é identity studies, who actually know something
studies needs to deal with their relationshipréwely, if ever, seen any professor talk as malobut the topics in which those ideologues are
blackness.” As | notedTVR, identity studies about herself as Matias did in that presentatienpposedly experts. When it comes to disability
has become obsessed by “intersectionaligedless to say, it would be professional suisitelies, for example, we have, on the one side,
— the vapid observation that, say, a blddk a white academic to generalize as crudeijiant researchers, doctors, and surgeons
lesbian can experience a heady cocktailantl negatively about black people as Matiasndid seek to free humanity from deliberating
bigotry composed of racism, sexism, aadout whites. And what, one wonders, wouRllALFWLRQV RQ WKH RWKHU
homophobia — and women’s studies hhappen if one of Matias’s students dared to eakeerists who come very close to demonizing
been all but taken over by issues of race. Sk, why black social pathologies persist in K RVH VFLHQWLAF SURIHVVLF
in these recent identity studies conferenddS, even as relatively new Asian and Afritha grotesquely reductive proposition that, at the
the degree of insistence on the need itomigrant communities have been models @fid of the day, you are what ails you.
prioritize blackness, no matter which ident#gyccess? No doubt the troublemaker would be And none of what the practitioners of
category is nominally under examination,réported to a dean and expelled on the spotdentity studies actually do has the slightest
unprecedented in my experience. Two “identity studies” that unhelpfulljconnection to legitimate education or
As for black studies itself, it appears —tasn medical conditions into victim groups alscholarship. Their job in the classroom is
one might expect — to be stronger than eveontinue to thrive. One is fat studies, whicimambiguous: to fool callow young people into
,Q DGGLWLRQ WKH UH O Deli¢ th@drbidliyd 6bBse RyburfyKdewplel Qnivatiyhking that they're learning something when,
VWXGLHV ZKLFK , WRUREF KiWwb@em GhaEtdy Hdn ehjqy “health at amyfact, they're being indoctrinated into a fatuous
has gained considerable traction, thankssize.” Indeed, as | wrote TVR, fat studies ideology and trained to be fanatical crusaders
large part to bestsellers like Robin DiAngelaigues that “encouraging people to watict socially destructive ideas. There are cosmetic
White Fragilii®018), which — either ignoringheir health is a coercive and potentially fasdifferences among the various identity studies,
such chronic black-subculture issues as siagtelinked to capitalism, racism, and Naz&=XW LQ HYHU\ FDVH WKH JXLC
motherhood, ghetto crime, drug gangs, astgle eugenics.” Last year, podcaster Stquatn that America, outside of the university,
high dropout rates, or refusing to adm@rowder subjected fat studies to the kimgl crying out for radical change because it's
the slightest degree of black culpability fof brutal parody it deserves: in a pricelessfganized in certain old-fashioned and deeply
them — seek to blame all of black Americattarious video, Crowder, wearing a fat suit angust ways that systematically privilege
problems on white racism. wig and using the pseudonym Sea Matheswterosexual white men while consistently
What exactly is whiteness studies? ddlivered, via Zoom, a deliberately ridiculousirginalizing women, gays, “people of color,”
Cheryl E. Matias, author dfeeling Whitepaper, “Embracing Fatness as Self-Care indhd “gender nonconforming” persons. In
Whiteness, Emotionality, and Eduqatimed Era of Trump,” at a fat studies conferendact, in the year 2023, off-campus America, at
in a 2020 talk at the University of Denve HVVLRQ 1RW RQO\ ZDV &&bRid BHeddiRMpoaR rrkedial @ligious,
WKH AHOG WHDFKHV WKBWa jokektey Hid Subhiaril) Rjéctéd) Oi@itary, and cultural institutions, has already
“colonizers” who wield unearned and oftesther attendees gave him “rave reviews,” degn transformed by a toxic revolution whose
unconscious “power,” who feel “entitled*Matheson” was invited to review a paper foibattle cries are right out of the identity studies
and instinctively behave in a “supremidt studies journal. playbook. It's all sheer mischief, as dangerous
manner, and who respond to criticism of any Even more unsettling than fat studies &s it is puerile; and if it isn't rolled back soon
of these defects with “emotionality.” Thanldisability (or, believe it or not, “crip”) studies- not just in mainstream society but also on
to white power, the Western literary canevhich encourages the disabled to regénd university and college campuses where it
consists entirely of works by “white mentheir handicap as their identity — and whiabrjginated — it'll be too late to return America
and the black character in movies “is alwdysrefore, views any effort to cure deafnesssanity, order, and individual libey.
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ASK THE EXPERT

6KXW 'RZQ WKH '"HSD
Education

Why the department does more harm than good — and how we could actually he

by Betsy DeVos

to achieve one goal — a laudable goal. Buidence to the contrary. It doesn't talsehools — it does not. Or that the secretary
after spending more than $1 trillion imuch more than a cursory skim of this “in charge” of public education — she is
taxpayer dollars — that’s trillion, with twelldation’s Report Card to see that it's true.not. The department does not hire or train
zeros — in pursuit of that goal, not only had But with money comes power. Andeachers. It does not set learning standards. It
the agency failed to achieve the goal, but it badause the Department of Educatiagenerally doesn't “do business” with teachers,
also made the problem demonstrably worsecontrols so much money, it has the powstudents, or families at all. Instead, its main
Perhaps it's not that hard to imagin® push schools around, meaning that evenstomers” are state education bureaucrats
because so much of what the fedethings like “nonregulatory guidance” armhd trade associations — namely, the unions
government does is to fail in its mission. “Dear Colleague letters” quickly beconsand the alphabet soup of organizations they
But that scenario is far fromlaw in schools because the departmeAtQDQFLDOO\ FRQWURO DQG
hypothetical. It's the regrettable trutthreatens to withhold funding from thosE HQHAW IURP WKH GHSDUWP|
about the US Department of Educatiowho don't adhere to its edicts. Rightly, and perhaps most importantly,
And those trillion dollars only scratch Power has been the departmentse US Department of Education is
the surface of why the agency is a failedmary purpose. Its bulging bureaucrastatutorily barred from having any role in
experiment and a malignancy to those whas created rules, guidance, conditioastricula whatsoever. The law very clearly
love freedom and believe studentsare mdpeQ G UHG WDSH WKDW K dekghtds RtV rolg, Vas! i do€s\ alvhgétl. AlH
important than “the education system.” innovation, shackled teachers, slowstaningful decisions in education, to states
The department’s main function istudent achievement, advanced politieald communities:
elementary and secondary education hgendas, and squandered most of the
been to spend money . lotof money. But trillions in taxpayer dollars that have come No provision of a program administered
over the course of its four-decade histotigrough “Big ED’s” Brutalist doorways. E\ WKH 6HFUHWDU\ RU E\
there’s scant evidence that the department In one sense, it's almost unfair to criticize of the Department shall be construed to
has done anything to improve studettie department for its failure to improvethe DXWKRUL]JH WKH 6HFUHWL
condition of education; it doesn’t have any to exercise any direction, supervision, or
of the requisite tools to do so. But in another control over the curriculum, program of
Betsy DeVos served as the eleventh US S88%8aip@f fact ultimately proves why the instruction, administration, or personnel
education and is the bestselling-stagesf department need not exist at all. of any educational institution, school, or
No More: The Fight for Education Freedom People are often surprised when | recite school system, over any accrediting agenc
and the Future of the American Child  What the department does and does not do. or association, or over the selection or

I magine a government program that exisgtcomes. In fact, there is considerabl&ey seem to assume that the departmentruns

EARL KELEMNY
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content of library resources, textbock® GD\ WKH 21AFH RI W Ktlerighbités leddhyaal |t dsis Xaxpilyers more
or other instructional materials by aay‘'senior liaison for labor relations.” Mshan $1.5 billion just to pay for the department’s
educational institution or school systmcessor has a monthly meeting wi#fd00 employees, buildings (three in DC alone),
(Section 103[b], Public Law 96-88) the union bosses, and his staff has twiesd basic operations.. By comparison, the
per-week “check-ins” with the unionsDepartments of Labor, Treasury, and Interior
That's a pretty unambiguous line dbbbyists. They do joint events and joiméceive approximately $14 billion each in yearly
demarcation. But it didn't stop the BidemV appearances. President Joe Bidéiscretionary funding—one-sixth the amount of
Department of Education from trying tovhen he isn’t uncomfortably talking abotite Department of Education.
LPSRVH WKH UDFLVW D Q Glddp[ig] XvdiO & NEBAD #i¢tBei every When | walked veteran reporter John

The same was true in a study releasmdanother available tax credit on your 1040, There’s clearly a more effective way. At
MXVW DV , WRRN RIAFH 7 KiDWthuhé $iporanht @lenfeNt e iGoraviingh very least, we should cut out some of
called School Improvement Grants, a $3 billiovcket fuel to education freedom prograntise middlemen.
program created by the Obama administratesigned and run by states. We proposed that Congress combine
ZLWK WKH H[SOLFLW JRDO IR lthié Qofgress KtbaR Qe Ba® @akéme funding for the dozens of programs
low-performing schools. But the study fourghape as the Educational Choice for Childitiat the Department of Education
that “implementing any SIG-funded modé!ct, brought forward by Senator Bill Cassi@dministers at the K-12 level into a single
KDG QR VLIQLAFDQW LPSDFowgxesk Gheuldwpast lit, LbH BddleQibipck grant to the states — without red
test scores, high school graduation, or collegsilar, without delay. WDSH ,Q DGGLWLRQ WR LI

Project” on schools and students via raght,” headlines Democratic NationaBWRVVHO DURXQG MXVW D IHZ AmlnéntR It R kheRargest-ever federal The imperative has only grown as moaad increasing the total number of dollars

“grant condition” on awards in 2021. Committee fundraisers at the NEAthe Department of Education’s buildings, he
That's a small example that provéseadquarters. The AFT's Randi Weingarteas aghast. “What do all these pedflel
a broader point. The department’s mei®a Democratic superdelegate. told him that for many, | have no clue, and
existence as a political body within the Itisimportant to note that this does nofor many others, | wished | didn’'t know. The
executive branch creates a magnetic podke the unions’ “our way or the highwaghswer is almost never: help students.
toward overreach in pursuit of an agendntality strictly partisan. While they called The Department of Education isn't
— a problem that frankly has plagued botim me to resign seemingly daily, they a&@n close to being the primary funder of
parties. We saw this clearly with No Chifchssed a resolution calling on Presidé®dtl2 education. In most states, the federal
Left Behind under George W. Bush ararack Obama'’s secretary and close friesithre of education spending is less than 10
Race to the Top under Barack Obama. Asne Duncan, to resign. His supposqgercent. In my home state of Michigan, last
VHFUHWDU\ , KDG WR Acdide® HAVIKED e Sida0it) tDabek @bsYs state budget increased K—12 spending
elements of the Trump White House aral court ruling that stated that low-incomay more than what the federal government
many members of Congress. When therestisdents deserved better than low-quakitynt, making it hard to argue that the federal
a lever of power that can be pulled, peopéachers — a position that was good for kifisnding is irreplaceable.
in Washington just want to pull it. but bad for union bosses. Many have quipped that the Education
Department provides 10 percent of the
short recitation of the history money but 90 percent of the paperwork. We
of the department is importan weren't able to concretely substantiate the
to understand why it was a faile claim, but even Randi Weingarten shared that
experiment from the jump.
In 1976, the federal role in education w

reducing the department’s paperwork burden
comparatively de minimis and resided wit|

was an area of agreement between us.

Of course, the funding would be well
the Department of Health, Education, ar worth it if the return on investment was
Welfare. But a new trajectory was created
that year when then governor Jimmy Carter All of this makes it little wonderUniversity and Stanford University studied

Power has been
the department’s
primary purpose.

there. But when researchers from Harvard

JRYHUQPHQW LQYHVW P H Q $tatésChavé Urhpléndeni®dR edufalibri flebd@diually available to schools, block-granting
schools, and it failed — miserably. programs. As of this writing, West Virginithe money might prompt states to try new

There’'s a cautionary tale here as well Alnzona, lowa, Utah, Arkansas, and Floridaidiéas and innovate. The people closest
UHVSRQVH WR FRQVLVWHOW AQGLQJV DERXW WKHo students are the most likely to know
ineffectiveness of federal education spendi how best to use those funds to improve
Republicans have been quick to propose ¢ It's hard to serve student outcomes. We should unleash
Their generally poorly articulated argumel WKDW FUHDWLYLW\ DQG VI
cause backlash. As a former Democre as the prOteCtOf continue to constrict it from on high.

education aide put it: “The defenders beca N “i~1L A A cj\ the Aame could be done in higher
overly protective and didn’t want to make a ev U (E1 1" 2A A é%lu%':iébn\.r'%% example, the Department
when you’re the

changes. It caused a hardening of positit of Education currently administers eleven
rather than reaching for solutions.” | certair . separate programs for minority-serving
H[SHULHQFHG WKLV AUVWI one pUttmg males institutions. By consolidating them into one

It is a critical lesson to learn. Wel on the team block grant, schools could almost certainly
intentioned conservatives, dating back to Ror ) better target the dollars and serve students.
Reagan, have tended to be lazy in their critigoes Though the “sky is falling” crowd will
of the Department of Education, often simplyave passed laws that provide education savingdifferently, the only harm done in this
VWDWLQJ WKDW LW GRH YV QdsbuBtR(H3AS) \6 e\vety Sirlgld QA inBw@narit) would be to the power center in
that education isn't a proper federal role. Both state, with the funds able to be used for anashington from which the Blob (as Secretary
true; the department does very little product®gucational expense the family chooses. MBitlyBennett famously named the education
work, and education is best and properly lefintmre states have existing tax-credit prograloispy) has long fed. When | shared this idea
the states, localities, and, ultimately, families.and many more — most notably Texas — avéh America’s governors, they immediately

But those rhetorical barbs leave tomurrently working to pass new ones. XQGHUVWRRG WKH AH[LELOL
much room for opponents to claim that This shiftin the balance of power, frorthem to pursue ideas that work. One literally
such propositions are not realistic or, motige education system to the student, wilmped up and down with excitement.

cut a deal with the National Educatiothat the unions were given special — afdlW\ \HDUV RI IHGHUDO VSHQGLQ bfferQ arGrmiMid. &fools. They do sadically transform the K—12 experience Of course, it would be even better if

$VVRFLDWLRQ ,Q H[FKD Qnprecddriled-MadcedsWiviérf Biitlr-tdeioity found quite the opposite. Recall that the
endorsement in a presidential campai@enters for Disease Control and Preventidapartment has redistributed more than $1
Carter would form the US Department ofuidance on school reopenings to meet theifion in taxpayer dollars to K—12 education
Education as a Cabinet-level agency. liking (which was keeping children masksgstems across the nation since its inception.
The NEA made no bones about its motivesnd schools closed). The express, primary goal of that spending was
then union boss John Ryor said it out loud: It's an outcome so obvious that even the close the socioeconomic achievement gap.
Washington Pssiv it coming. In 1978, theTitle |, the federal department’s largest K—12
Electing candidates dedicated to meetiRg$kéitorialized: expenditure, is targeted exclusively at schools
needs of education isn't a goal, it's a means in the lowest-income areas of the country. The
to an end. Our goals, the things we needOne of the principal risks of creatiaghievement results show that not only has the
to enable us to teach more effectively anddocreature of its clientele. That cliergele not closed, but, in most every case, it has
live more comfortably — things like one- would not necessarily be the schoolchalcttely widened. So too have the gaps between
third Federal funding, collective bargainingand their parents affected by the fedeealhighest- and lowest-achieving students,
legislation in every state, national healthgovernment's education programs. Muith widened ever more dramatically with the
care, a separate Secretary of Educationmore probably it would be the Nationainecessarily prolonged COVID closures.

most successfully by leveraging the fact thatl improve outcomes. It will also elevaie block-granted the money to families
few Americans, let alone probably motte value of teachers by allowing thetmemselves. This could be done by bundling
members of Congress, actually know whatgrow in their careers, instead of being every cent that the federal government
the department does or does not do. DUWLAFLDOO\ FDSSHG $pendsVéhHedugafar, ¥dni HHeAd\Start to

Accordingly, the answer conservativasbody system. worker training programs, and depositing those
must put forward is not to simply “abolish”  Fiscally, the tax credit would be a relatiftends into interest-bearing Lifelong Learning
the department, as Representative ThomBP UJDLQ ,I &RQJUHVV F Rccan@s givenGo every Anhe@canLir®a@t. With
Massie’s bill would do. Instead, we must send to the K-12 system as COVIBtates, charities, and families also contributing
provide a vision of a stronger future state foelief,” without requiring them to reoperto these accounts, we could more than fund
education. We should put forward policic¢ FKRROV LW FDQ FHUW Dpre3chdoAlQ- 2, collefel addonddig le@nivg D
that empower students and their familiesedits to unlock new learning opportunitiésr every man, woman, and child in America.
improve the teaching profession, and restof@® U PLOOLRQV Rl NLGV DQG JLYH WKHP D AJKWLQJ
local control. chance to catch up academically. Make FSA an Autonomous Governme!

,Q RXU AQDO EXGJHW SURSRVDO WR &RQJUHVV Corporation; Restore Private Lending
in 2020, | laid out a roadmap for how to d8lock Grant Funds to the States While | believe that the Department of

equity in teacher retirement nationwide —Education Association, the organizaton /RRNLQJ VSHFLAFDOO\ DW 7L Wa&lkhis, Th®same ideas hold true today: The US Department of Education doeBducation is ill-equipped to productively

will not accomplish themselves. of teachers and school administratorsBadwkings  Institution study concluded,
DOUHDG\ H[HUW D JU H DPteré lisDitle RVidénQeAtKdd @& IdveRald
The NEA got their man, and, in turn, education policy in Washimgteay, program is effective or that its funds are
they gotheilCabinet agency. this would be giving them their own used for effective services and activities.”
| use “their” deliberately. When departmentemphasis mine) 7KLV ZDV KDUGO\ QHzZV %
| became secretary, the department longitudinal study conducted after the Great
maintained a shuttle between “its] ack to the money. As mentioned earli@pciety passage of the 1965 Elementary and
buildings in Washington. Those include Congress gives the Department ddecondary Education Act, found that the
the three owned by the federal governme ducation a lot of taxpayer moneygap in achievement is not closed over time.”
and also those owned by the NEA and thest year, it received more than $80 billibnshort, the spending isn't working to achieve
American Federation for Teachers (AFT(excluding the $100 billion-plus in student loahs goal.

36 Summer 2023HE AMERICAN SPECTATOR

one thing well: it takes taxpayer monayanage much of anything, it is particularly
Unlock Educational Freedom for Stode8tSRSULDWHG E\ &R Q J Uittaguippedtakriuh biné of the BatidR'XIQrgest
KHQ ZH ZHUH LQ RIAFKAddsaHing®&@d dXapd,Gnd absorbs sooesumer banks.
legislation called Education FreedorRl LW WR IHHG LWVHOI EH | RederalSuieat Mid (FSA) Bj@suthatQthas L\

V W XSzholaksKips. i l$hoky it would have creatiedntermediaries, like state education ageneidsan portfolio of nearly $1.7 trillion, making

afederal tax credit for taxpayers who donaté Kk H\ LQ WXUQ VKXIAH LNbidgyel REQEank DIGABneYca, URNDGEN,

to state-based school choice scholarsiipQ G UHG WDSH |IHHG W K HoP @aialYaré/ Fdb @pakiddt] Qels Fagn O\
programs. The program wouldn't have growend it to school districts. Eventually, someisfthe nation's largest mortgage servicer, and it
federal power one bit or created anything ftW KDW PRQH\ AQGV LWV Zimldsiess tRanfSOthlldivik rRiRdgagEsQ G

the US Department of Education to do -VRPHWKLQJ D VWXGHQW D F\Buthsoalk\refuit€3 strdvy yovdhRriee aRdJ
or, more likely, to mess up. It would simpét least interacts with ... probably. GHHS AQDQFLDO H[SHUWLVH
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Instead, as | said at its annual conference in Reintroducing a private lending marketembers of our society.” It even has an
2019, FSAs mission is to serve students @ah@ XOG EHQHAW WD[SD\HU\EddEonaR OppBraHitied UaiD G Vio
their families, but its structure is set up would be able to offer some students bettmnall part because the Department of
serve politicians and their policies. As has besas and terms than the government can, whithication doesn’t have litigation authority
noted, no one can serve two masters. creating shared accountability for repaymemid must rely on the Department of
Consider the current Biden proposal teederal higher education loans have dustice to prosecute. It's hard to argue that
“cancel” hundreds of billions in student loansnderwriting. While that is important to ensurd KH '"HSDUWPHQW R
,JOQRUH IRU D PRPHQW WXIFW VW KRUSWHRYV H \Z LADKVIOT ViK Righils HQWANF, Udt @lbke sHoMltvR U\ LW
illegal. FSAs charge, under law, is to sealse needlessly punishes those who could adnasshere.
repayment from student loan borrowers, tHagtter terms. A better solution would look more  Similarly, the Department of Health
is, to function like a responsible lender. Ignolike the “Lending Tree” model, where, followirgnd Human Services is home to numerous
too, that Biden’s student loan cancellatiocampletion of the Free Application for Fedemfograms for Americans with disabilities
are unfair to students who responsib8tudent Aid, or FAFSA, a student and theind is already home to a disability rights
repaid their loans or avoided borrowing enforcement arm.
altogether — not to mention the vetera While these
who served their country and earned t
loan forgiveness. Biden can ignore all t
things because he wants to get reelected#®;
his advisers clearly believe that delive /
student loan “relief” will help him win ove
younger voters. As a result, FSA is curre
focused on eliminating as much of its o
loan portfolio as possible, regardless of
AVFDO KDUP GRQH WR W
alone the clear signal it sends to schoo
just keep raising tuition).
We envisioned exactly this type
scenario when we proposed spinning
out of the Department of Education a
making it an autonomous governmg
banking institution, similar to the Fede
Deposit Insurance Corporation. It sho
have an independent board of governg ;
appointed by the president with stagge . ¢ 3
WHUPVY ZKR DUH H[SH
SURIHVVLRQDOV DQG Kl‘

bureaucracies are

or overreach, they exist within structures
much more attuned to the rule of law
than the Department of Education’s
21AFH

&RQVLGHU KRZ WKH 2I1AFH
Rights has weaponized Title IX, a one-
sentence law that reads:

No person in the United States shall,
on the basis of sex, be excluded from

or be subjected to discrimination under any
education program or activity receiving

Today, the Biden administration has
two proposals to torture that sentence into
a liberal social engineering juggernaut. First,
it would restore Obama-era “guidance” on
addressing claims of sexual misconduct
the US taxpayer. that so aggressively undermined basic due

Doing so would make it harder to raid process protections that many likened the
the Treasury in search of a political payofffamily could review a menu of available lendnegults to kangaroo courts and the English Star
ZRXOG DOVR IRUFH A Q D QdptioBsQ inaludifgQtkieS faderdl Quevernnsetthambers. The second would leverage Title 1X,

.
f
r

¥

.

Department of Education

COURAGEOUS OPPOSITION

(GXFDWLRQ-V 21AFH

IRU

FHUWDL’QO\ QRW IUHH IURP SROLWLFDO LQAXH$H 3 U D F W L F D O 5 H P H
Ress ety kst “University Cancel Culture

Standing up to woke tyranny requires the very moral virtue in shortest supply in acac

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ EH GHQLHG WKH EHQHAWYV RI

by Bradley C.S. Watson

JHGHUDO AQDQFLDO DVVLVWDQFH

are in freefall. The dominance obppose progressive orthodoxy. under assault.

progressive political orientatons ,Q WKH AOP DGDSW D WThiR @ynaRit repeats @selS on campus
among faculty members and administrat®sth’s noveThe Human StainV KH A FOMMWRHQDREDPSXV $OH[LV GH 7F
is well known, and the consequences of thimfessor Coleman Silk is accused thfe reasons for it iDemocracy in Ametiea
intellectual monoculture are equally obviouacism by college authorities for usingtes that standing against dominant opinions
| need not recount the innumerable instanazslinary — and demonstrably nonracidtV SDUWLFXODUO\ GLIAFXOW
of cancel culture on American campuses,-erlanguage in a classroom. It is langudgar of the disapprobation of the multitude.
the political pogroms launched even agaitisiit is grossly misinterpreted — eithémd the modern university is nothing if

Our institutions of higher learningneekly comply for fear of being seen tW KHLU FROOHJH FRPPXQLW\

should produce a complete and meaning@&gtting multiple bids tends to yield better deaBKLFK PRVW $PHULFDQV AQG V\QR @staiiskad, Zzerwed faculty members wintentionally or unintentionally — bynot a democratic institution — that is, one

balance sheet to Congress and, by extension, protecting women'’s sports, to destroy women's

taxpayers each quarter. If Congress pagsesnbine Forces to Protect Student SRUWYV E\ UHGHAQLQJ "VH[p WR

laws that lead to FSA losing money, thafke Department of Education enforceislentity.” It's hard to serve as the protector of

Congress’s prerogative. But taxpayers shauil rights law for all students based on ragemen’s sports when you're the one putting

have a clear line of sight into where th€largely under Title VI of the Civil Rightsnales on the team.

money is going. Today, too many studeict), based on sex (largely under Title IX of

loans are being written off in the darkhe Education Amendments Act), and basqd nsum, if each of these ideas were enacted,
the proper — and greatly diminished
— federal role in education would be

without an appropriation to pay for them. Ton disability (largely under the Individu
wit, the Department of Education failed itwith Disabilities Education Act).
last audit because its auditors, KPMG, found These laws provide necessargstored. The real work would again be done
that the department “was unable to provigotections against discrimination that the states and amongst students, families,
adequate evidential matter to suppaequire ongoing federal effort, especialind educators. The need for a bulging federal
certain key assumptions used to estimatedkethese are areas where the states aveaucracy would disappear. If, as a result,
[student loan] subsidy costs.” not always lived up to their obligationthe US Department of Education itself
Much of this is due to the completélowever, these laws — as important dsappeared, so much the better!
federalization of student lending in 20tBey are — hardly necessitate having their The seismic power shift would make
as a “pay for” for Obamacare. Yes, tlmvn Cabinet-level agency. American education stronger, more student-
student loan program, which loses money, is Take civil rights. The Department otentered, better funded, less bureaucratic,
budgeted as a money maker. Such things &stice has a Civil Rights Division chargeepoliticized, and higher-achieving.
only happen in the Swamp. In the real worldith upholding “the civil and constitutional In many ways, it would accomplish
a bank with books like FSA's would be shiights of all persons in the United States/erything that the Department of
down and its leadership imprisoned. particularly some of the most vulnerabEducation has chronically failed to .
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have refused to bow before the progressiveseen, unduly fragile students. beholden to the opinions of the progressive
Pad$ioQs 6fItheQr@iddnt. In an administrative kangaroo courmajority that composes it. In most cases,
| was recently the subject of cancellatittme angry professor — played brilliantly Iblyis is a majority ethos more than an actual
myself when the president of my formeknthony Hopkins — stares at his colleaguesting majority, but it is all the more powerful
employer, Saint Vincent College, decidedatad exclaims: “To charge me with racismfas being so. Once the majority has spoken,
take control of a long-standing and hightpt only false; it is spectacularly false. Asalys Tocqueville, “everyone is silent, and
respected academic center that | direcigmi know it!” And indeed they do know ifriends and enemies alike seem to make for
— due to his objections to a single speakést not one of them will speak up for theits bandwagon.”
ZKRVH DUJXPHQWYV DJD L QuiMagikl At)He Btaviny fromdife\abhRi®nce Tocqueville notes, for example, that while
he deemed unacceptably heterodéffaire room in which the academic show trial & king has only physical power, a majority
Saint Vincent attracted considerable natiobhalng held, Silk ironically thanks one of tpsssesses both physical and moral authority.
publicity, including two pieces that appearedsitent faculty friends. It thus encloses thought “within a formidable
these pages. But it’s fair to surmise that tieere ar Silk's accusations point to the nub of tHence,” and anyone who traverses it “must
other cancellations that do not get the attentiproblem: colleges are facing a moral crisi§age all kinds of unpleasantness and everyday
they deserve — not to mention the countlesgich as an intellectual one. There are gtdtsecution.... He believes he has supporters;
daily demands for intellectual conformity wittecent people on America’s campuses but he feels that he has them no more once he
which professors, administrators, and studemtany of them professors with tenure — whgtands revealed to all, for those who condemn
are decidedly not on board with the variohsn express their views loudly, while those
woke outragedu jourHowever, they often who think as he does, but without his courage,
Bradley C.S. Watson teaches at the Vaghp@glnot to engage when they have te&eat into silence as if ashamed of having told
Graduate School of Statesmanship at Hjésdaipa@dlieity — nay, obligation — to defenthe truth.” Such is the democratic manifestation
in Washington, DC. open discourse or even other members off the natural timorousness of men.
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Like Tocqueville's majority, wokenessder — of which there will not even be alike themselves and, with this knowledge,
“does not understand being mocked.... Tlsgho if it continues to remain silent. GHYHORS WKH FRQAGHQFH W DAILY FOLIOS AND CONSECUTIVE SENTENCES
least reproach offends it, and the slightest sting So what to do? | offer a brief butcademic freedom, and intellectual freedom

WXUQV LW AHUFH p 2Y H Uc¢oRdreteQrécomikendatioh) HdireBte@\ maimhore broadly, are threatened. And it will also
of the woke will, therefore, not be easy. Thefaculty members. If my analysis is corrgmit woke administrators on notice that, should
EDWWOHY ZLOO EH ORQJ adatltbhies —DeRed Rk \orfesE X-Waney overreach, there will be very public
LW-V EHVW WR AJKW WK Hpart@uazly SusdspiiiteU towsK En@raGedrigimDsequences. Such campus organizations
them to our disadvantage. danger of democratic ages, that is, fearaofuld articulate principles similar to those
$ODV WR AJKW UHT X LtbeHvery véad powertbl the Pgjarily.Oheresst out in the University of Chicago’s 2016
virtue that is in shortest supply in academia cure for this, given the natural proclivitiéstter to freshmen — an explicit rejection of
— courage. The characteristic attributend character traits of academics. But theaamcel culture and a commitment to diversity
and mores of academics are no substitigea feeling of safety to be had in nhumbeo$.opinion. They could model their activities,
for courage. It is the nature of academicsltostrongly suggest that faculty members microcosm, on those of the Academic
value their perks and privileges rather topposed to the intellectual monocultufereedom Alliance, pledging (and coming up
highly, to elevate urbane erudition over tbeganize themselves preemptively on evely WK VSHFLAF VWUDWHJILHV IRU PXWXDO DLG LQ L PL

HV
moral virtues. Yet it is courage that makemmpus in America on which even a handfilthreat. Y H < R X l | L G V W K
the other virtues, including the intellectuaf them can be found. They should meet The hour is late for our institutions, and u
cosmopolitans often dont seem to be théll allow them to become aware of othemsan up.™®
sharpest knives in the drawer — a man cannot R I 3 D l ' R F K L D O 6 F I<
think straight when his knees are trembling.

ones, possible. There’'s a reason why urbaawilarly and make their presence known. Tiisour civilization. For academics, it's time to
We are now dominated by the loudest ar

proudest voices in our institutions, largel
because so many who might oppose the
DUH ZDU\ Rl FRQALFW D¢
labeled impolitic, impolite, or resolute.

C.S. Lewis warned us that “nc
MXVWLAFDWLRQ RI YLUWX
virtuous. Without the aid of trained emotion:
the intellect is powerless against the anin
organism.” As much as academics might wi
it to be true, “it is not syllogisms that will kee
the reluctant nerves and muscles to their pc
in the third hour of the bombardment....
Reason in man must rule the mere appetil
by means of the ‘spirited element.” Perha)
only in academia are “men without chest¢
so highly valued precisely because they
without chests. We castrate and then bid tl
geldings be fruitful intellectuals.

All of this has grave real-world
consequences. Too many leaders of o©
national institutions — whether they be
educational, corporate, cultural, political,
religious — now signal not only their owr
wokeness but also their intention to enforc
conformity to woke dogma. To a large degre
they learned these attitudes, and cultivat
their nascent authoritarianism, in college
and universities. Yet in academia, far tc
many decent but timorous people are mere
riding out their careers, fully concentrate
on self-interest maximization — somehov '
hoping, or expecting, that civilization wil |
continue on, more or less as normal, ¢ g
Rome did after the fall of its traditional lege |
and moral authorities. But the barbarians |
our gates are far more insistent and totalizii By it M
than were the Goths at the gates of Rom WA,

Let me take you back six decades to Yeshiva Rambam of Brooklyn, circa 19

by Dov Fischer

ZRQ-W EH WDXJKW WR UHVSHFW DXWKRULW\ R
learn about condoms and LGBTQIA+, but there arguarantees that they
will learn about history, math, science, and Edigéisary excellence.

They won't start the day with a prayer to a Supreme Being greater than they, nor v
most even begin with the Pledge of Allegiance and “The Star-Spangled Banner.” Ever
the school “allows” the pledge to be recited or the national anthem to be sung or a “mome
of silence” to be had —bi'if” — there may well be some kid demonstratively sitting in
SURWHVW DQRWKHU NQHHOLQJ RWKH Uiifariexdest Q J .
and patriotism, with hands over hearts and pride in the words.

In public school, they may learn about homosexaaliésbianism or drag queens
this or transgender that. They may learn aboubemnar safety techniques in Uranus
or theirs. They may learn techniques to avoid gregror tools for the day after or
options for abortions.

But respect for authority? They will learn thatgalre racist. They will learn that
their parents can sue their teachers or the @in€ipey will learn that teachers can be
AUHG LI WKH\ JHW RXW RI OLQH E\ H[SHFWLQJ NLG
learn that their parents are not as smart ashiheghtt they were. Who knows? Maybe
they even will hear of boys and girls who laterel@édhat their daddies are not really
their daddies, or of others with two live-in daddie

Whatwillthey learn in class? In history, perhaps in 18j&xPlessons, they will
learn that America was founded in racism by ratistsame here to own slaves. If the
kids are White, they will learn that they are ea@n if they don’'t know it yet. Perhaps
they will be asked to stand and apologize to ttuis&hite or to the wall. In math,
they will learn that there are no “correct” answasall answers are right. Two plus
WZR FHUWDLQO\ FDQ EH IRXU %XW LW DOVR FDQ E
In science, they will learn that America is cagkibgl warming, that the whole planet
will explode in their lifetimes if Republicanggeted. Every rainy day, even during the
rainy season, will be because of climate chargg.fEeezing-cold day in winter will
still be because of global warming. The sciesetlési.

Your kids won't be imbued with decent values frarem’s public schools. They

__.__
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And [t is the new blarbar.ia'ns who Wi!l rep[ac = Dov Fischer is a contributing etier at Let me take you back six decades to Yeshiva RahBaooklyn, circa 1960. | was
the silent ones; it is their ideas, their actior - American Spectataand Rabbi of Young LQ AUVW JUDGH LQ WKLV 2UWKRGR[ -HZLVK SDURFI
that will replace what remains of the ol. Israel of Orange County, California. and “The Star-Spangled Banner.” Sometimes, weaalgog/America the Beautiful”

40 Summer 2023 HE AMERICAN SPECTATOR THE AMERICAN SPECTATOR  Summer 2023 41



or “G-d Bless America.” We placed our little Jehéstds on
our big Jewish hearts and learned to love Am#fecéearned
about Americans who gave their lives for our freedod Mrs.
Sherman taught me the difference betvleemandthan The
Yankees no longer were “bettezrthe Mets.” They were “better
thar’ During the religious half of my school day, M¢itae title

for teacheRothberg taught me to respect my parents aray to s told the best jokes and the corniest puns. Mr.e£on taught

please and thank you.

,Q VHFRQG JUDGH
the biblical verses about Noah and the Ark. Waelkkaour
AUVW IRUHLJQ ODQJXDJH
Hebrew words. He also taught us to love and resyeparents.
He was a man of impeccable character. During dhkarsbalf
of our day, Mrs. Platt taught us how to dial phelee and how
to answer if called. Never begin by asking, “Wth&i&’ Rather,
begin with: “David Fischer speaking. Hello.”

And so it went. Mrs. Raucher taught me grammar in fourtilsexes. And our “sister school” had no pregnarities. e
grade, while Rabbi Fastag taught us Hebrew songs about the We all emerged loving America deeply, patriotarahall.
holidays. Mrs. Ganzel taught me a world of reading, writing, ahd we knew of Nathan Hale’s only regret and oicR&tenry’s
DULWKPHWLF LQ WKLUG DQG AIWK JU Deédic\disjOridtive/demsini L QJHU AQLVKHG QLQWK

grade math with us by the end of seventh

dribbling it and kicking it to each other undertéle while the
oral exam proceeded. Of course, at some poiradieartently
got kicked astray and, of course, ended up rofidey the table
until it gently struck the holy rabbi’s shoes.yewer laughed in
embarrassment. The rabbi smiled gently. Thatdritive very
ZRUVW Rl WKH PLVAWV RXU VFKRRO
yeah, the next day the three fellas were expeliedhie school.
1R PRUH PLVAWYV

AUP DWWRUQH\ DQG ODZ SURIHVVRU I
for this great magazine. We all came out as ssitréess
Whether you are Jewish, Catholic, Protestantaistatif

you send your kids to an American public scha@al 20623, you

are — forgive me — absolutely nuts. A parochiabbelill teach

KddGhil@ phtliviskh) rekspaRtGor yiiut gdre Btibély, reRdpect

for teachers and institutional authority, respmcpdlice and
RWKHU AUVW UHVSRQGHU

The great debate in the 1970s was
whether we kids in the yeshiva parochial
schools would end up so cloistered and
insulated that we would be unable to
contend and compete in a fundamentally
non-Jewish secular world. So, most
nonreligious parents sent their kids to
public schools. What became of us, the
cloistered?

Sven (fake name) ran a C average in

v pxeO

school circa

to an American public

>Ai p vee A} Ui
absolutely nuts.

who serve and defend our country at
P o 09mA anFabroagh and solid traditional
values. Parochial-school kids will not
face a higher risk of getting pregnant
or getting someone else pregnant as
they have separate bathrooms and are
“not gpaked with eight to twelve years
of LGBTQ indoctrination and free
condoms. They will learn to recite and
sing the words to the pledge and the

~
Q-N\

2023, you

high school. He learned the stuff; he was
just a slacker and never studied for exams. Tadedelater, my
sister Rhonda sent me “regards” from the guy,imxglehat
he now was their family doctor, a prominent plhysitlis best
friend in high school, Olaf (also a fake name)theasame C
for the same reason. Olaf buckled down in colledjeereded
up chairman of a medical department in one of Aa®rost
prominent hospitals and the world expert on alisease, leading
him to deliver guest lectures annually to meeisaanchers all
over the world. Buzz (a real nickname) was thegfreaiteenage
baseball players, and he could have been a ragiar &tar, but
he wauld_not pursue those talents because ganpdayait on
LI*I'lea} Hi&tsfﬁ‘nb’ élatNrHMPaWe'Fhogﬁs,‘]tﬁe Hobpb&h&o he
instead became a partner at the nationally praninest &
<RXQJ DFFRXQWLQJ AUP OH" , ZHQW
elected by the undergraduate student body toeaptks entire
college in the Columbia University Senate, andwembecome
a rabbi, then a clerk for a federal appeals colge,jthen a big-

Bill Wilson

It was more of the same in yeshiva high schoabeklgn
7DOPXGLF $FDGHP\ :H AQLVKHG WKH HQWL
school math curriculum by the middle of sophomees, ys0
Rabbi Cooper and Mr. Rubinstein ended up teachingllege
math — calculus and stuff — the rest of the walgetdearning
the Talmud. Kept learning American history withvérlis, who

high school chemistry at the college level. MkoBir did the

S5DEEL 6FKUR L WsaweDnxoibloyy. MrHTarRhdash i ihysicR. \AB