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On Monday, February 11, I met with the Judge at which
time several matters were covered as we sat alone in the jury
room. He again indicated that providéd the indictmentS'came down
in time he would take the Watergate Case, stating that he had
been urged to do so by any number of Judges f;Om across the
nation the most recent of them being those who were in
attendance with him at a meeting in Atlanta. He ‘expressed the
opinién that these indictments should be returned as soon as
possible. He also stated that henceforth all guilty pleas.
would be taken by him. We talked about the Vesco case and he
merely expressed the thought that éerhaps a seaied indictmgnt
might be of some help. He mentioned one or two personal
matters such as an effort to smear him because of a completely
fabficated tale relating to him and his son, of which he
wanted mé to be aware. Actually the discussion began with
his unburdening himself to me on that particular matter. He
also mentioned that he had been urged to speak at the State
Bar of Texas in San Antonio . and indicated that he Wauld

accept this invitation.



He sought my reaction and I urged him to do so.

The Judge commented upon the status of matteré before
the grand jury which led into further comments on the possibility
of the grand jury considering some type of special report or
presentment. He considered this a very touchy problem.and
cautloned as to what the public's reaction would be to a
grand jury stepping out with something that was beyond its
normal bounds. He cautiomed that the whole effort could be
tainted by something irresponsibly being doﬁe by the grand
jury. He stated that the public would rightfully conclude
that the entire proceeding had not been judicious but simply
one of wanting to hurt the President. He further said that
it was not the functidn of Eﬁe grand jury but that of the
House Impeachment Committee to express itself on that poﬁnt.
He then told me that in the event I observed anything along
that line being considered by the grand jury that he thought
it would be appropriate for him to meet with the grand jury |
in camera. I expressed the belief that it was appropriate
for the grand jury to refer to having in its possession
evidence that it believed to be material and relevant to
the impeachment proceéedings.and to suggest to the Court that
it be referred to the House Committee for that purpo%e., He
countered by stating that he believed he should bé informed
of the discretion that he could exercise in matters of that
kind and further requested that I have a memorandum prepared

for him that covers this subject. I agreed to have this -done.



